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A Voice from Death 


By R. Walter Wright 


THOUGHT of Life--ten thousand lips 
I heard its praises ringing ; 

I thought of Death—o’er its eclipse 
Myriads were dirges singing. 

I thought of Life from Death, and though 
Answer all men were seeking, 

All lips were silent, dumb,—save, lo! 
One single Voice was speaking. 
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a 
Getting Even 


To get even with one who has wronged us is to 
get down as low as he is. The more outrageous his 
injustice, the lower we shall have to go if we insist 
upon getting even with him. So ‘getting even’’ 
always leaves us worse off than we were before. If 
ever one man was unfairly treated by another, it was 
David, at the hands of jealous, unworthy, infuriated 
Saul: But when David's chance to get even came, 
he preferred to stay on the heights. To ‘‘revenge'’ 
ourselves is to return the sort of thing that was given 
tous. It is as though, having been cheated by coun- 
terfeit money, we wait for an opportunity to pass 
some of the counterfeit back to the cheat. No matter 


what we have suffered, we cannot afford to do that. 
For then we have been injured twice ; and the second 


injury is far worse than the first. There is a better 
way of getting even with one who, in order to harm 
us, has descended to a low level. It is to stay above 
him in God's company, and by love to bring him up 
to that level. 


a” 
Are We the Reason? 


Christ wants us to be his best arguments. He 
wants the privilege of appealing to others through us 
incessantly, even when we are not saying a word, 
Canon Yates of England told a mothers’ -meeting 
about a girl who once went to a clergyman, and 
wanted to ‘‘join the church,’’ ‘*Do you want to be 
like Jesus?’’ she was asked, ‘‘I don’t know, but I 
want to be like my mother,’’ was the answer; ‘‘ and 
I'll warrant that was a praying mother,’’ adds Canon 
Yates. The way had been wonderfully prepared for 
telling that girl about Jesus because, even though un- 
known to her, He had so evidently been seen in the 
life of the one whom she loved best. Have we let 
him make our lives standing invitations to receive him? 


x 
What Do We See? 


When we are at our worst, we see others at their 
worst. Our failures make us sure that others about 
us are failing. The critical man finds other people 
terribly critical, The immoral man knows that there 
is no such thing as virtue. The grafter is sure that 
every mam has his price. There was more than cyn- 
icism in the saying of Cavour: ‘‘I always know how 
to mislead diplomatists. I tell them the truth.’’ For 
the liar expects other people to do as he is doing ; he 
is bewildered by truth-telling. So this is one of the 
penalties of our sinning: it blinds our eyes to the 
good that is about us. And one of the blessings of 
doing right is that we see so much to be thankful for 
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in others. What we are determines much of what we 
see. All this leads up to the challenging, purifying 
truth that only those who by Christ's grace are made 
like him can see him. Writing to Christians, John 
says, ‘* We know that, if he shall be manifested, we 
shall be like him*’; and then he explains, ‘for we 
shall see him even as he is.’’ Unless we were like 
him, we could not thus see him, Are we asking our 
Lord so to transform our lives that we may be un- 
ashamed when the time comes for the revelation of 
him whom, not yet having seen, we love ? 


Pad 
When Are We Lost? 


Every responsible human being at this moment 
is either lost or saved. But what is it to be lost? 
President Wilson, speaking in another connection, 
recently used an illustration that is suggestive. ‘‘We 
often speak,’’ he said, ‘‘of a man who cannot find 
his way in some jungle or some desert as having lost 
himself. Did you never reflect that that is the only 
thing he has not lost? He is there. He has lost the 
rest of the world. . . . Following his heart, he walks 
in a great circle from right to left and comes back to 
where he started, to himself again.'’ So, spiritually, 
the lost man is the one who has not lost himself, but 
in whom self is so central and dominating that he has 
lost, or is lost to, Christ. ‘Wherever he moves, what- 
ever he does, he comes back to self. And the eternally 
lost man is the one who, in hell throughout eternity, 
cannot lose himself because he has forever lost Christ. 
When we see the hopelessness of self and fling our- 
selves upon Christ, asking him to be our Saviour, our 
Substitute, our replacing Life, then we are saved, be- 
cause we have found and have been found by him, 
The lost man is the one who will not let himself go, 
The saved man is the one in whom Christ has taken 
the place of self. 
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The Secret of Personal Influence 


HEN we speak of influence we enter a region 
which has many possibilities of shame and 
self-reproach. It is well for us, then, to know 

that our very concern about whether we have any in- 
fluence is a concern that is dear to Christ. There was 
everything that was appealing to him in the question- 
ing of his disciples. ‘* How is it that we could not 
cast it out?’’ We are so constituted that we long for 
success, effectiveness, and influence, and when these 
are denied, when we feel that our work does not tell 
aad our lives do not count, we are filled with pain 
and disappointment. 

We need to know clearly, then, on what terms those 
will be received who have honestly tried, and have 
failed to help each. other. They cannot be better 
stated than by James, who said, ‘If any of you lack- 
eth wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth to all 
liberally and upbraideth not.’’ 

So when this heartfelt question of our usefulness 
and influence is poignant with us we may be sure that 
in bringing it toGod weshall not come into an atmos- 
phere of recriminations. 

When we find that our lives are ceasing to inspire 
or cheer, and that we have little power, we are almost 
inevitably tempted to repair the damage in a mechan- 
ical way. Our most natural impulse is to do a great 
deal more. Our idea of work is getting to be coarse 
and material. - Real work is a spiritual matter. We 
work with our souls more than with anything else, and 
the quality of our inward life is sure to come out in 
qll that we do. Men do take knowledge of us far more 
than we suppose, and they feel it when the heart is 
charged with faith, while no amount of activity can 
hice the withdrawal of God's Spirit from us. 





Yet, when we are seriously thinking of a better life, 
the stress is almost sure to fall upon better arrange- 
ments of time, more strictness of observance, and a 
larger output of doing. We may be on the lookout 
for every latest device which some’successful man has 
tried, and proceed to copy it. Never was there such 
a wealth of helpful devices for all Christian work as 
there is to-day, but still the great influence which we 
long to exert does not go forth, and the great response 
does not come back. « Never did earnest workers 
need more than now to be brought face to face with 
the fact that it is possible to ‘ labor in vain,’ to ‘ spend 
their strength for nought,’ to toil day and night and 
yet take little or nothing.”’ 

But influence is the normal result of a true Chris- 
tian life, and is no rare and unique gift grudgingly 
and precariously given at long intervals to favored 
souls. It is the natural result ofA life that is earnestly 
and faithfully lived in constant fellowship with God. 
So when we find, as we often do, that we have no 
power, we are come into a common experience, and 
one which has been turned again and again into effect- 
iveness and blessing. Let us not think of it as de- 
manding some long process. God receives us back 
as graciously into the joy of a life that tells as he re- 
ceives us back into his forgiveness and approval. 

We cannot separate the gift of influence from ali 
the other gifts he makes. We are as welcome to it as 
we are to the others. Indeed, if he gives us himself 
at all he will not rest until he has so influenced us 
that we become a power with those around us, If he 
forgives a man_ his sin he is not content to leave him 
just barely forgiven and no more, but would make 
him a force also, His pardon is an abundant pardon, 
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and overflows in all manner of results. A greatly 
forgiven person, who feels it and rejoices in it, must 
become an influence forthwith, And so, if our per- 
sonal influence has waned and we feel that we do not 
count much for God's purposes or for his kingdom, it 
is our right to remember that God loves to give it 
back, and that he does it, as old Matthew Henry said, 
in a manner ‘‘ kind, easy, and handsome.”’ 

A fellow-traveler on shipboard has told how one 
day he went to hunt up Phillips Brooks to call him to 
see some strange sight at sea, and overheard him 
praying, ‘‘O God, give me power, give me power !"’ 
So the great need comes to all, no matter how greatly 
they have influenced others in the[past. In some 
the transition from an ineffective life comes with 
attendant circumstances of strain and distress, in others 
it comes in a gently changed spirit, which makes 
over their whole outlook, gives them a new vision of 
their problem, and almost instantly puts them in the 
way of a support and strength they have never felt 
before. 

We cannot safely try to copy any soul’s particular 
experience. All we can do is to take our own way to 
a restored and deepened fellowship with God, con- 
vinced at last that that is what we need the most, 
and that he is glad to give it. Well did George 
Matheson say, ‘‘There are two kinds of help in 
this world; there is marvelous help, and there is 
natural help."’ 

And the marvelous help is that which we need the 
most and can get most freely, Yet we do somehow, 
nearly all of us, think of divine help as associated with 
steeps and depths of effort which are nearly insup- 
portable to the average life, But ‘t is the other way. 
It is these more rigorous programs, these stern reso- 
lutions of ours, these racking determinations to bend 
every muscle and exercise every fiber of the will, that 
take the courage out of us. Very beautifully and 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 











tersely did one great Christian leader sum up the 
truth of the matter when he spoke of * Paul's ease 
under the supernatural,’’ 

Perhaps we fail of influence, not wholly because our 
communion with God has ceased, but because we have 
kept it too exclusively as bearing on some particular 
work in which we wish success, We try to exert our 
influence, it may be, through a few brilliant and pub- 
lic efforts rather than through the whole range and 
movement of life. We insist that our lives must count 
most in certain definite activities that we have learned 
to value aright, and the rest we have left to them- 
selves. Sometimes influence is withheld from us in 
some direction on which we have set our hearts, but 
only‘in order that God may turn our attention to our 
need of having a deeper influence on all sides. 

The Christian may hope that his very presence in 
the world shall be an effective one, and that people 
shall be better for his ordinary contacts as well as his 
great occasions. But how often his considered and 
prayed-for efforts are all neutralized by his failure to 
hold his ordinary actions as a high calling too. If we 
are to have influence, we must count everything as the 
means of it. And everything can be. Every life can 
have this power as truly as Christ is for every man 
and the Holy Spirit a gift intended for every soul. 





Why Not to Pray for the Holy Spirit 


In your oe Letters of March 20, 1915, is contained an 


answer to the question, ‘‘ Shall we pray for the Holy 

Spirit?’’ The answer states that we would not be honor- 

ing God to pray thus. In view of that answer how is Luke 

11:13 to be explained ?—‘“‘If ye then, being evil, know 

how to give g gifts unto your children, how much more 

shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them 
that ask him ?""—A TENNESSEE READER. 

We must remember that those words were spoken 
before Pentecost, and we are living after Pentecost. 
Jesus was seeking to teach his disciples that God 
stood ready to give the Holy Spirit, for the asking, to 
any one who wanted God's best. The comment has 
been made upon this passage: ‘‘It is evident that 
none of the disciples, with the possible exception of 
Mary of Bethany, asked for the Spirit in the faith of 
this promise. It was a new and staggering thing to a 
Jew that, in advance of the fulfilment of Joel 2 : 28, 
29, all might receive the Spirit.’’ At Pentecost, the 
Holy Spirit was given to the whole church,——that is, 
to all believers. And the teaching of the Holy Spirit 
through the inspired New Testament writers into 
whom He came to abide at Pentecost (or later, when- 
ever they first believed), is unmistakable, It is this: 
that the Holy Spirit enters into the life whenever one 
believes upon Jesus Christ as his Seviour. This truth 
was declared through Peter on the day of Pentecost, 
in the words, ‘‘ Repent ye, and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission 
of your sins ; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit’’ (Acts 2: 38). It is reiterated in such pas- 
sages as the following: ‘‘If any man hath not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his’’ (Rom. 8 : 9). 
*« Know ye not that your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit which is in you, which ye have from God ?"’ 
(1 Cor. 6 : 19.) 

There is no use in an unsaved man’s asking God 
for the gift of the Holy Spirit unless he does two 
things : repents of his sins, and accepts Jesus Christ 
as his Saviour. But the moment he has done this, 
he need not ask God for the gift of the Holy Spirit ; 
for before he has time even to make that request the 
Holy Spirit has entered into his life to abide there 
forever. The Christian, therefore, being one in 
* whom the Holy Spirit dwells because Christ has been 
received as Saviour, need never, since the day of 
Pentecost, pray for the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

But the unhindered, ungrieved fulness of the Holy 
Spirit in the life of the Christian is another matter, 
In every Christian the Holy Spirit dwells. But in 





many a Christian:the Holy Spirit isnot permitted: to 
dwell in his fulness, For this, unconditional surren- 
der to the mastery of Jesus Christ, and then quiet 
trust in him to occupy and exercise his full place in 
our life, will result in such a fulness of the Holy Spirit 
as can never be known until these two simple condi- 
tions are met. 

God does not always require exactness of knowledge 
on our part before he gives great blessing. Doubtless 
many a Christian, recognizing a barrenness in his own 
life, and hungering for what he thought was the 
presence of the Holy Spirit when in reality it was the 
fulness of the Spirit. who was already there, has 
pleaded in faith the promise of Luke 11 : 13, and has 
been satisfied with God's abundant answer. The 
Holy Spirit was not then given to that one for the first 
time ; but he may then have filed that one’s whole 
life and being for the first time. : 

The apostle Paul did not urge Christians to ask for 
the Holy Spirit. He constantly reminded them that 
that Spirit was within them; and continually he 
urged them to ‘*walk in the Spirit,’’ that He might 
bring forth all His fruit in their lives, 


x 
Do Christians Need “New Thought” ? 


I recently saw a copy of the magazine published by- 
—— of New Thought, and they certainly set forth some 
wonderful thi as to what they have accomplished in 
the realm of healing.and cures, physical and mental. 
They speak of God often, but seldom a reference to Jesus. 

Now have they anything that we as true Christians can- 
not or should not possess? We all recognize the won- 
derful influence mind has over the body, and many times 
I myself feel the necessity of some mental inspiration to 
help me over. Should a professing Christian, who is en- 
deavoring to seek the highest life possible, have anything 
to do with the New Thought idea?—AN INDIANA 
READER. 


The trouble with New Thought is that it is sim- 
ply an old lie. It dates back to the Garden of Eden, 
when the Devil suggested a ‘‘ new thought’’ to Eve, 
—that if she would but do a certain thing she would 
‘«be as God.’’ From that day to this Satan has 
been busy trying to convince the human race that 
they have within themselves all that is necessary to 
the best life and success, if only they will think 
things through in the right way. Any one who 
studies the publications and messages of any branch 
of the so-called ««New Thought" will find that no 
mention is ever made of man’s being in such hope- 
less bondage to sin that only a Saviour God, a person 
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who is outside of and apart from man, can save him 
from that bondage and its death penalty, New 
Thought tells man that he can be his own Saviour. 
There is no place in New Thought for the New Cove- 
nant of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Mind does indeed have a wondertul influence over 
the body ; but mind cannot save man’s soul or spirit 
from the power of sin, The best that ‘‘ mental in- 
spiration’’ can do is to offer a temporary and decep- 
tive relief ; it can never permanently cure. The work 
done for us by a personal Saviour, not the quicken- 
ing of our own thoughts, is the only hope of men. 


ax 
When Giving Thanks Before Meals 


1 am writing to get light on the subject of giving thanks 
before meals. As a general principle I am convinced that 
Christians should return thanks in the home, but what 
— should be taken on exceptional occasions is a 
puzzle. 

Suppose you are late toa meal at home. Should you 
return thanks when you are seated—(1) When you know 
that thanks have not been returned ; (2) When you are 
quite certain they have ? 

Suppose you are invited out; should the Christian re- 
turn thanks alone, if he is the only one apparently that 
cares much about the matter? 

What should he do at a church dinner, when no grace 
is asked, or at least none while he is present ? 

What should he do on a picnic or a camping trip, when 
he is not the leading spirit or director of matters ; should 
he force his beliefs on others ? 

When light refreshments are served in a home, or at a 
church al, or if he is eating at a boarding-house or other 
eating place, what then? 

How should he give thanks,—cover his face with his 
hand, drop the head, and with closed eyes ask God's 


blessing ? 
These things have troubled me quite a good deal. 1 
have wanted to do my duty as a Christian, but just what 


is my duty is a question,—AN ILLINOIS READER, 


Giving thanks zs a duty. But if we think of it 
rather as a genuine privilege, something that comes 
irrepressibly out of hearts of gratitude, we can more 
easily solve these puzzling questions of personal prac- 
tise. The chief enemy of acceptable thanksgiving at 
meal-time is formalism—words without a loving heart 
of personal gratitude behind them. As we sit down 
at each meal-time, and whenever we aré taking good 
things for our body, let us remember that our Lord. 
who has supplied them is a friend as real and personal 
as our earthly host or the one who is waiting upon us, 
Let us turn to Him in personal conversation, and lift 
up our hearts in thanksgiving. This can be done as 
truly without closing our eyes and bowing our heads— 
if that is the way it ought to be done. But theclosed 
eyes and the bowed head remind us and others that 
we are before the throne of grace, in God’s presence. 

All should share in the thanks that is voiced by one 
at the table; and those who come later may well 
share in that thanksgiving by themselves turning to 
the Father in gratitude. In the home where all know 
each other there should be no embarrassment at such 
a practise. 

When away from home, thanks to the Heavenly 
Father will naturally be offered as we receive food from 
his hand. In the home of a friend where thanks are 
not given at meal-time, our closing of the eyes and 
bowing of the head might constitute a rebuke that 
we are not called upon to give in just that way. No rule 
can be made for such occasions ; the Spirit himself 
will be the guide. In the home of relatives or inti- 
mate friends who ought to recognize the duty and 
blessing of returning thanks to God, the way may 
naturally open for a very direct expression of opinion, 
with or without the returning of thanks that others 
can see. 

In the restaurant, whether with friends or not, at a 
church supper or picnic, in the boarding-house, or 
wherever one is independent of others, and is not sit- 
ting in judgment upon a home, there seems to be 
every reason why Christians, in the most natural way, 
should quietly separate themselves from the world for 
a moment and bow the head as they give thanks to 
God. If there are friends present whose conversation 
does not seem to allow an opening, these will quite 
understand a quiet ‘‘ Pardon me a moment,’’ while 
the blessing is asked. 

Even in earnest Christian homes it is seldom the 
custom to stop for a blessing when refreshments are 
served in an informal way. Doubtless the thought is 
to avoid anything that would appear formal. But 
how naturally should loving children turn to their 
Father in glad thanksgiving at any time! If we have 
not done so before, shall we not start in our home the 
custom of turning to the Lord in the most informal 
and natural way, and thank him for the good time we 
have had together and for the good things that he has 
given for our bodies—not to nourish them merely, but 
also to give them pleasure ? 
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A VOICE FROM THE CROWD 





“‘ SUPPOSE that a man in the church-going crowd ought to be grate- 

ful for this unlooked-for opportunity to express his views on 
preaching. I confess that I have felt moved at times to rise in my place 
and volunteer a few comments upon the sermon. Prudence, however, has 
restrained me. The lawyer is trained to sit silent while the other man is 
having his say. His patience is apt to be rewarded, for his turn comes 
by and by. ‘The advocate learns by experience that it is best not to 
interrupt. I remember a case of importance in which a great lawyer was 
making his argument. His adversary made constant interruptions which, 
to my surprise, the speaker did not resent. Finally the court became 
impatient, and the presiding judge rebuked the adversary and told him to 
await his turn. ‘Pray do not repress him,’ said the speaker, ‘his inter. 
ruptions give me great satisfaction. If he sat silent, I should fear that I 
was missing my mark. When he wriggles, I know that I have reached his 
vitals.’ Perhaps my self-control in the past is ascribable to fear that an 
interruption would indicate that I had been touched. At all events, I 
can have my say now without incriminating myself, and I am glad that I 
have husbanded my little supply of ammunition.’”’ 


** It may happen that the preacher has taken 
no Official part in the service before the sermon, 
The man in the pew has nevertheless been quick 
to note whether the service has been to the 
preacher a spiritual opportunity or a’ time: for 
relaxation.’’ 


‘* A sermon of power is an-outpouring of the 
experience of a man who walks by faith and not 
by sight.’’ ; 

«*<Cheer up,’ I venture to shout. ‘If you 
are going to preach the gospel, please do not for 
get that you are the bearer of tidings of great joy. 
If you are not going to preach the gospel, we should 
have had warning, so that we could stay away.’ ’’ 


«© Tf the’ man’s knees are used as much as his 
head he may be well assured that in answer to 
earnest supplication it will in that same hour be 
revealed to him’ what things he shall speak.’’ 


‘¢ When I talk with other men in the pews 
about the kind of man they need in the pulpit”a 
very large percentage of them will cry out for 





George Wharton Pepper, LL.D. 


HE Corporation of Yale University invited him to have his say 
when, for the first time in the history of the Lyman Beecher 
Lectures on Preaching, a layman, George Wharton Pepper, LL.D., of 
Philadelphia, was asked to deliver this famous course. ‘The series was 
given last month in New Haven. Mr. Pepper’s reputation is national as 
one of the most distinguished lawyers of the American bar, while his serv- 
ices as a Christian layman have blessed the home church and the foreign 
mission field. Himself a public speaker of rare gifts, he modestly calls 
these lectures ‘‘A Voice from the Crowd.’’ With startling insight into 
human nature, keen appreciation, constructive surgery, humor, reverence, 
evangelical faith, Mr. Pepper deals unforgettably with the man in the pew, 
the man in the pulpit, and the message. A few quotations from the 
lectures are given on this page. The Sunday School Times has arranged 
with the Yale University Press for the exclusive American serial publica- 
tion in these columns of a part of this wholly extraordinary series, — 
the heart of the message. Next week it will commence publishing the 
articles themselves, to run in approximately every other issue of The Sunday 
School ‘limes during some four months to come. 


‘IT am inclined to describe reverence as the 
atmosphere exhaled by a man who is aware of the 
presence of God.’’ 


‘*The man in the pew ‘believes’ in Ged. 
Certainly. He suspects that the belief might be- 
come a real power in his life, and he hopes that 
some day it will be. In the meanwhile he is like 
a man holding in his hand an unopened telegram. 
He knows it is important, but he is half afraid to 
tread it.’’ 


‘‘There sit the people, perhaps a handful, 
perhaps a crowded congregation. Look into 
their faces, brother man. If anything can move 
you it is those upturned eyes. In some there is 
a mute appeal for help. In others there is a 
look of determination to withstand whatever you 
may have to say. In others there is the listless 
interrogation, ‘What will this babbler say?’ A 
glance at some of those eyes should be enough to 
stir your manhood to its core. ‘QO God,’ you 
should inwardly ejaculate, ‘give me at least a 





what they describe as a ‘ spiritually-minded man.’ 
They want an intelligent man, of course, and a 
man with gumption enough to administer con- 


The first layman ever invited to deliver the famous 
Yale Lectures on Preaching. 
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little that I may pass it on to them. 


*¢*This one thing I do,’ said St. Paul. The 





peace of God stood guard over his heart and 





gregational affairs. But there is an increasing 
emphasis upon the spiritual note.’’ 


mind ; but the one thing he did was to struggle 


‘* Nothing in the world is more delightful to an like a runner toward the finish line. ‘To be lost 


**It is my observation that God’s face can be intellectual man than to have the time and oppor- in the woods is both terrifying and distracting ; 
veiled effectually by at least two classes of preach- tunity to do his work without interruption. Few but if you trust your guide the most strenuous 
ers—those who deify man and those who human-- things are worse for his immortal soul than that trip through the wilderness is a peaceful expe- 


ize God.’’ 


he should be able so to gratify himself.’’ 


rience.’’ 





How to Get This Series 


Half a dollar will do it. Simply take advantage of The Sunday 
School Times’ Introductory Offer (made to those who are not yet 
subscribers) of a six-months’ subscription for 50 cents. The Times 
will send a safety coin mailer upon request, and will assume responsi- 
bility for stamps enclosed in your letter, or for silver sent in the coin- 
card. But if, on the other hand, you are already a subscriber and 
your renewal date occurs before next September, just mail a postal 
now ordering the renewal at the regular subscription rate: then you 
run no risk of missing any of the Pepper,articles. Address The 
Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut St,, Philadelphia, Pa. 





i 





How to Share This Series 


You have friends who will be grateful to you for getting the 
Pepper series into their hands and hearts. ‘Think for a moment: 
what ministers, and what laymen whc occasionally do public.speaking, 
do you know who ought not to miss these extraordinary messages ? 
Then send to The Sunday School Times, to-day, their names and 
addresses with the request that a marked copy of this issue be mailed 
to them free of charge. If you would make a long-remembered gift 
to any of them, send them a six-months’ subscription by mailing their 
names to the Times, with fifty cents accompanying each name. Ad- 
dress The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut St. , Philadelphia, Pa. 
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OUR days out from Panama City the Kroonland 
dropped anchor Sunday evening in the beautiful 
harbor of Callao, the port city of Lima, Peru. 

The bare brown hills flanking the harbor answered 
back in a glorious rose to the slanting rays of the sun. 
The atmosphere on this rainless coast lends itself to 
rare sunset effects. 

A missionary of the Methodist Church at Callao 
was soon aboard to advise that four meetings were 
planned for us that evening at Callao and Lima, the 
latter distant thirty-five minutes by trolley. I spoke, 


interpreted in Spanish, at the Methodist Church of 


Lima to an audience of Peruvians. The Salvation 
Army service and that of the Evangelical Union were 
covered by others of our party. The Evangelical 
Union, with headquarters in London and Canada, 
with twenty churches in South America, has a church 
and an. excellent Elementary School in Lima, ably 
led by the Rev. John Ritchie, a Scotchman with a 
Surday-school vision, and a Christian statesman. 

Lima’s population of 170,000 is a mixture of Span- 
ish, Peruvian, Indian, Japanese, and Chinese (20, 000), 
besides English, The bones of Pizarro, the con- 
queror of the Incas, rest in the Cathedra\, which faces 
the p/asa, or public square, of Lima. The fires of 
the Inquisition were lighted here and kept the Indians 
terrified. In a well-preserved building in Lima can 
be seen the carved scale-béam where the tale of gold 
and silver exacted by the Spaniards from the Indians 
was weighed and stored in two adjoining rooms, to be 
thence taken to the Spanish galleons in Callao harbor, 
and transported to Panama City. Ina corner of the 
patio, or open court, of this treasure-house the In- 
dians were flogged if the precious metal brought down 
by' them from the mountains failed to meet the re- 
quirements of the Spanish taskmasters. 


Where They Dress Well and Go Hungry 

‘Lima is a type of the Spanish City, with central 
p/asa filled with tropical plants, and surrounded by 
the Cathedral, important public buildings, and busi- 
ness blocks. The streets are fairly narrow, and the 
street-car runs close to the sidewalk, The houses are 
built of adobe, painted blue or yellow or pink. They 
are one or two story, with an interior patio, the rooms 
opening from this on three sides. From this patio 
an open stairway leads to the roof, from which street 
processions are watched, From the farther end of 
the court a passageway may lead to another court, 
with rooms, and then to the rear of this there may be 
still another. In fact, three-fourths of Peru live in 
these interior rooms away from the street. Sometimes 
these courts are filled with choice plants and even a 
fountain, but the poor people occupy one or two 
rooms, and the chickens and family animals share 
this space, 

Though poor, there is pride, if there is: Spanish 
blood, and even though hungry they will dress well 
when in public. The usual dress of the women is 
black, partly because of a moutning custom with a 
four-year limit, and because the Spanish type of 
beauty is set off best with a black headdress, The 
servant always walks behind the mistress, and dis- 
tinguished people take the inside of the walk. 

The child in the Peruvian home has a fair chance 
of being spoiled. If the family can afford it a mus- 
tacha, or servant, about the same age as the child is 
attached to wait upon every whim, to be beaten or 
scolded, at the child’s pleasure. A fair guess at the 
morals of the home may be made from a record of 
illegitimacy of fifty-one percent in Lima and seventy 
percent in Arequipa. There is at Lima and Arequipa 
a building with but one window on the street. In that 
barred and screened window there is an open space 
about two feet square, large enough to admit a baby. 
The baby is placed in the open side of a round 
box or barrel, which is revolved, the baby taken out 
in the interior, and no questions asked. 

The low mora! standards are fed by a vile litera- 
ture. On four open stands on the public square at 
Lima, within a space of two hundred feet, there were 
exposed for sale books and pamphlets unspeakably 
vile in the material and the illustrative pictures. The 
minds of the growing boys and of the men are saturated 
with this low literature of the French and Spanish 
type, and this is true of all South America. 


The American General Secretary of the World’s 
Sunday School Association has just returned from 
a tour of South America that is epoch-making in 
the history of Sunday-school advance. This great 
continent is the last of the world fields that the 
World’s Sunday School Association has entered to 
link up more definitely with the world’s organized 
Sunday-school work. The first impressions of Mr. 
Brown’s visit to South America are to be given to 
Sunday-school workers through The Sunday 
School Times in a series of articles of which this 
is the first written in South America itself. Pre- 
liminary articles were published in the issues of 
February 13 and April 10. Why this series is of 
such paramount importance is suggested in the an- 
nouncement on page 274. 








At Lima and Callao I was approached a dozen 
times, by young children, old men, and old women 
who were selling lottery tickets for the weekly public 
drawing. This is promoted by the Society of Public 
Beneficence. After providing for these drawings a 
considerable sum is left for public charities, and it is 
said the church gets its share. 

Education is not'general. The scattered condition 
of the population, with two-thirds of the area of the 
country in the tropical zone on the east of the Andes, 
the political convictions and the mixture of the races, 
are largely responsible for this. Night schools for the 
Indians are conducted by the Missions in various 
places. Day-schools are conducted for the Peruvian 
children by the Mission stations, and this extends to 
the Methodist high schools at Lima, and Callao. Jn 
the public schools regular religious instruction by the 
Catholic Church is the rule, and the control of public 
education is largely in the hands of the church, 

Freedom of religious worship is not guaranteed by 
the constitution of Peru. A. bill providing for this 
passed one recent legislature, but was defeated the 
second year. Constitutional changes require favor- 
able action in two successive years. eagiicel 





In one of the great cities women act as conductors 
on the trains. 


One country in South America exported goods to 
the value of $500,000,000 in 1913. 


South America has asked for the next World's Sun- 
day School Convention, after Tokyo. 


The effective troops in one of the great military 
countries of South America are German trained, 


The upper classes in South America, with few nota- 
ble ensegieay have been wholly untouched by the 
gospel, 


The thirty vessels that leave the port of Buenos 
Aires peck week have been reduced to five by the war 
situation, 


One of South America’s standard coins has dropped 
in value since the war from thirty-seven cents in gold 
to sixteen cents. 


The chief of police in one of Brazil’s cities was 
astonished at the size of the Sunday-school demon- 
stration and parade. 


The front page of Brazil’s leading paper was given 
over to Sunday-school news and pictures when Mr, 
Brown’s party landed in Rio. 


The bulk of the coffee used in the United States 
comes from one South American port, and most of 
the cocoa consumed comes from another. 


In many mene of the continent may be observed 
children selling lottery tickets. And young men are 
trained to run gambling machines in the casinos. 


A new era was promised in South America when an 
able Sunday-school secretary for the continent was 
appointed by the World’s Sunday School Association, 


The editor of Brazil’s most influential paper, and 
the most eminent man, gee in South America, is 
an earnest Christian. e told Mr. Brown how he 
found Christ. 


Five thousand children, of thirteen nationalities, 
too poor to buy clothes to attend public schools, are 
being trained in a South American Christian institute 
that is one of the world’s most notable educational 
achievements. 











services, however, are held, but no sign can be ex- 
posed advertising such services, and street preaching 
or public invitation to meetings is not permitted. 

Drinking is quite general, but one of the hopeful 
features for the future is the organization of a national 
temperance society with excellent leadership and the 
introduction of temperance instruction in the public 
schools, with text-books and charts illustrating the 
effect of alcohol upon the body. | 

Peru is bound to be a close neighbor to the United 
States with the opening of the Panama Canal. Our 
party of two hundred and fifty had a great welcome in 
Lima, Each member of the American party wore 
Peruvian and American flags. At the restaurant ad- 
joining the muséum the orchestra of ladies played 
‘« The Stars and Stripes Forever’’ and other American 
airs, and we stood as they played the Peruvian na- 
tionalhymn, The boys on the street shouted ‘‘Aimigo" 
(friend), and one man, a stranger, crossed the street to 
shake hands, English is now taught in the schools, 
I called upon Senator Mariano H. Cornejo, well known 
in Europe and America as a writer and leader, pre- 
sented him with a copy of the Zurich report of the 
World’s Convention, and received his assurance that 
he himself and the government would co-operate, so 
far as possible, with the plans of the World's Associa- 
tion for Religious, Education through the ;Sunday- 
school. He-was ‘surprised at the strength and extent 
and the personnel of the Sunday-school movement, 
and said he would call-at the‘office of the Association 
when next in New York. 


What Our New Neighbor, Peru, Needs 
Peru‘needs capital and initiative to develop its 
mines and its table-lands, the latter irrigated by never- 
failing streams from the Andes, and -producing sugar, 
coffee, and cotton. © Rubber is'shipped in" increasing 
quantities from the eastern slope. down the Aniazon. 
More than capital and initiative, however, Peru needs 
a sensitive public and individual conscience, moral 
ideals, and a public spirit that shall not use public 
office for private gain. ; uid 

Two days from Callao is another of Peru’s ports, 
Mollendo. Wool and tin from the Andes are shipped 
from this port, The Pacific here breaks in: great 
waves against the cliffs. Mollendo is built on these 
cliffs, which are covéred with volcanic ash. a 

Five hours’ ride inland from Mollendo we come to 
Arequipa, at 7,600 feet elevation. The scenery ea 
voute was fascinating. We passed the first group of 
mountains, fairly verdant, but treeless, then an hour 
over the sandy pampas, then striking the second 
mountain range, we wind and climb ever higher, 
viewing great gorges, bits: of green in the valleys where 
water has come, colorings as rich as the Grand Canyon 
of Arizona, then at a turn of the road, El Misti, 14,000 
feet high, breaks upon our view, snow-covered, ma- 
jestic, symmetrical, its cone emitting steam, a safety- 
valve to this district which is shaken by frequent 
earthquakes. To the right of El Misti is Piuchi- 
Piuchi Peak, and to the left Charchani, and farther to 
the left La Raya, the latter the source of the Amazon, 
all snow-crowned and ranging from 14,000 to 20,000 
feet in height. 

Arequipa, of 40,000 population, is set against this 
background of mountains, It is a conservative city, 
with 1,700 priests and a good many Indians, a hand- 
ful of English and Americans. The Evangelical 
Union has here a church and school, a boys’ club 
of sixty boys, and supports two nurses, who have a 
welcome to the best families of the city. I visited the 
boys’ club, open every evening for boys fifteen to 
eighteen, a splendid method of reaching the youth 
through games and wholesome reading. I found the 
boys keenly interested in looking up a passage of 
Scripture in the Douay, the Revised, and the Author- 
ized versions, and they were glad to learn of the great 
Men's Bible Class Movement in North America, The 
boys are interested in football and baseball. 

On Sunday the people of Arequipa began the cele- 
bration of the Carnival of the Mardi Gras, with the 
throwing of confetti, and eggs filled with cologne water. 
At La Paz too the Indians come in from a considerable 
distance for this festival. 

The railroad from Arequipa runs in one direction to 
Cuzco, the ancient capital of the pre-Inca period, 
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which is reckoned at from 5,000 to 10,000 years ago. 
Enormous stones, baths, temples, palaces and tombs 
testify to the constructive genius of these conquerors of 
Western South America. _ 

Another branch runs to Lake Titicaca, the highest 
freshwater sea in the world, 135 miles by 66. A day 
or a night on the lake steamer and a short railroad ride 
of sixty miles brought the party to a — from which 
La Paz could be seen, 1,500 feet below, a view of 
surpassing beauty. The elevation is 14,000 feet and 
many of the party found breathing and motion diffi- 
cult. We are now in Bolivia and at its capital. 

The party was met at the station by the missionaries 
attached to the splendid American Institute established 
by the Methodist Church. This institute cares for three 
hundred boys drawn from the best families of Bolivia. 
The American Consul said this Institute was doing a 
greater service for Bolivia than any other institution, 
in its training for a strong future leadership. 

The twenty missionaries here were happy in meet- 
ing so many Americans. The visitors were conducted 
about the city by the Boy Scouts attached to the school, 
who spoke excellent English. 

La Paz is filled with Indians. About fifty percent 
of Bolivia's population of 2,000,000 is Indians. 
Night schools are formed for them here, but their life is 
very limited. They chew the coca leaf, which deadens 
the sensibilities, and they drink pure alcohol. Their 
food, as that of the Peruvian poor, consists ofa vegetable 
and meat soup, drawn from the family pot, which is 
continually replenished with many ingredients and is 
rarely cleansed, 

From these villages of the Andes there are coming 
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calls for Protestant teachers, One such petition signed 
by the mayor and many influential citizens recited the 
reason for this in the high charges of the church for 
marriage and burial, the lives of the priests, the heavy 
burden of ‘church dues, the lack of a spiritual minis- 
try. The cost of marriage is 25 so/es or twelve dollars 
and fifty cents gold, a prohibitive price for the poor 
man making only fifty cents daily. This is one of the 
largest reasons for the record of illegitimacy in Peru 
and in other countries of South America. 

From Mollendo to Arica, the latter formerly in Peru, 
now the possession of Chili as the penalty of the war 
with Peru over thirty years ago, is a day's sail. The 
great cliff at our right as we enter the harbor of Arica 
is historical. Here was the last stand of the Peru- 
vians. Surprised from the rear they were driven into 
the sea and not oneescaped. Inthe museum at Lima 
is a painting of the Peruvian Commander on his white 
charger, leaping over the cliff. 

Bishop Homer C, Stuntz surprised us all while at 
Arica by a visit to our steamer from a Chilian boat 
bound for Panama. He found many friends and we 
had the opportunity for a conference on Sunday-school 
plans for the continent. 

Antofagasta, our last stop before Valparaiso, is the 
shipping port for the great nitrate and saltpetre indus- 
try, one element a soil enricher, the other a constitu- 
ent of gunpowder. From this same source come these 
ministers to life and death. The call to the Sunday- 
school is to bring to the moral arid stretches of this 
great continent the fertilizing influences of the Word 
of God, the nitrate that produces Christian character. 

ANTOFAGASTA, CHILI. 





- Paterson Breaking Revival Records 


The Bill Gupdeg coment as 
it enters its third week. ; 


By Burton H. Allbee 





LL records for trail-hitting in any city were broken 

the third Sunday Billy Sunday was in Paterson. 

; The Sunday party puts the number at 1,550 for 

the day. This surpasses all other cities. Even Phila- 

delphia did not exceed this number, except on the 
closing Sunday, when four services were held. 

The afternoon was the first meeting for men. No 
one dreamed of what would happen, but the men 
crowded into the building and occupied every inch of 
available space. The estimate was 11,500, the larg- 
est meeting held up to then, and from 8,000 to 9,000, 
at least, were turned away. Some estimate the num- 
ber who could not get in as exceeding the number 
inside. For blocks up and down in the vicinity of 
the building the streets were black with men. Even 
delegations for whom reservations had been made 
could not get through the throng that pressed close 


about the building, peeping through cracks, or hang-, 


ing by their hands to window ledges to get just a look 
at the inside of the building. 

Meanwhile Mrs. Sunday was holding a meeting 
exclusively for women at the Regent Theater. Two 
hours before the time to open the doors the crowd 
extended for blocks back from the entrances. An 
overflow meeting was held in the Y. M. C. A. audi- 
torium, and another in the First Baptist Church, and 
still hundreds were sent home for whom there was no 
room in any of the meetings. So serious has the 
question of caring for the crowds become that as this 
is written Mr. Sunday is considering a proposition to 
break his rule and open the participating churches 
Sunday afternoons and evenings so that women will 
have some place to go. 

The collections on Sunday, ending the second week, 
aggregated $15,131.13, or about seven thousand dol- 
lars less than the expenses. The total attendance was 
229, 700, or almost twice the population of the city. 

On the second Saturday the first children’s meeting 
was held. About four thousand children were pres- 
ent and listened to Mr. Sunday’s picturesque and im- 
pressive talk about breaking the commandments, dur- 
ing which he shattered glass vases to give the children 
a concrete idea of what it means to break a command- 
ment. When he finished, one thousand children rose 
in response to his invitation and the names were taken 
for the Sunday-schools, 

On Monday, beginning his third week, Mr. Sunday 
took his rest by going to New York and speaking in 
Calvary Baptist Church, Sixth Avenue and West Fifty- 
seventh Street, to thirteen hundred ministers of New 
York and Brooklyn, one hundred students of Drew 
Theological Seminary, and one hundred from Union 


Theological Seminary. No one else was allowed in 
the church. His message was to ministers alone. 
His text was 2 Timothy 2:15. The significance of 
this sermon can scarcely be overrated. During the 
week previous one hundred and fifty ministers and 
laymen came from Brooklyn to invite him to open a 
campaign there in the near future. What effect his 
sermon to the ministers of New York will have it is im- 
possible to say, but he hopes that he has swept aside 
much of the prejudice that exists against him in 
New York. 

As to the much discussed invitation to go to Eng- 
land and help in the fight for prohibition, Mr. Sunday 
declares that he shall stay in Paterson his full seven 
weeks, closing hig campaign on May 23, as originally 
intended, If he can be of any use to the prohibition 
interests of England after that it is quite possible that 
he and Mrs. Sunday will spend their summer vaca- 
tion there. He says in talking of the invitation that 
he is not a temperance advocate ; what he has to say 
about it is merely incidental to his evangelistic work, 
but he is not opposed to helping in the fight against 





/More dramatic than in any other city has been the 
opposition to Billy Sunday in Paterson. Thel. W. W. 
(Industrial Workers of the World) and the anar- 
chists have taken a leading part in the movement 
to discredit the revival campaign. 


This opposition reached a crisis in a meeting ad- 
dressed by Emma Goldman, Benjamin Reitman, and 
Carlo Tresca,where was poured outa torrent of direct, 
blasphemous defiance of God that has probably sel- 
dom been equaled in an American gathering. 


Before the notorious Emma Goldman gave her blas- 
Phemous tirade on the failure of Christ and Chris- 
tianity, Reitman led in a mock prayer, addressing 
‘“*dear Mr. God,’’ and challenging him in terrible 
language to prove his existence by curing industrial 
ills. Before the close of the meeting he came to the 
edge of the platform and called for trail-hitters in a 
parody that was unspeakable in its blasphemy. He 
lamented that there was no one to stand up or to 
speak for ‘* poor Jesus."’ 


One hour after the large audience that included 
anarchists, atheists, agnostics, and hundreds of 
working men and women, had heard the last mocking 
words, Turn Hall, in which the meeting was held, 
was in flames.- The source of the fire has not been 
discovered. ‘‘ America’s temple of anarchy "’ burned 
to the ground, and a thrill has gone over Paterson as 
men ask if God is speaking through the fire. The 
Papers report that the levity has gone out of conver- 
sations of men on the street about Billy Sunday and 
his campaign. ° . 
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**hooze** in England, and both he and Mrs. Sunday 
admit that they are pleased with the proposition and 
are considering it favorably. 

One of the great events of the week was the re- 
markable gathering of the employed women, First 
they met at the Armory, where from 4,000 to 5,000 
listened to a short talk by Miss Frances Miller, and 
then proceeded to the Tabernacle where they were 
joined by as many more, It was estimated that be- 
tween 7,000 and 8,000 employed women were present 
at the meeting and that probably 2,000 more were 
turned away. Those who did not-get in the first even- 
ing attended meetings following evenings until 10,000 
or more had heard him. Miss Emma Chapin, gen- 
eral secretary, and Miss Carolyn March, extension 
secretary, of the Y.W.C.A., have listed the names of 
more than 13,000 employed women who have actually 
been seen since preparations for the campaign began. 
Of that number nearly 10,000 undertook to attend the 
meeting arranged especially for them. 

The luncheons for employed women in the center of 
the city have been more liberally attended than was 
expected. Three were given during the week at which 
the attendance averaged between 400 and 500. Miss 
Miller spoke at all three. Miss Grace Saxe began her 
Bible classes at the Tabernacle and in other places, 
and speaks in enthusiastic terms of the interest. These 
two activities have not progressed far enough as yet 
to be able to judge what the result will be, but so far 
the attendance has exceeded expectations. 

The men’s chorus of 1,000 voices was organized to 
sing at the men’s meetings. There are in both the 
mixed and men’s chorus probably 1,600 or 1,700 un- 
usually good singers and Mr. Rodeheaver never tires 
of saying how excellent they are. 

A number of leading business men have been among 
those who have come forward. A large number of 
the trail-hitters‘are young people. A few were seen 
who must be well toward eighty years old. Half of 
Paterson's population is Roman Catholic, and a great 
many cards give Catholic Church preferences. Only 
one of the priests of the Catholic churches has given his 
people permission to attend. Some have warned them 
against attending, and others have said nothing. Mr. 
Sunday himself tells the converts to fill out the cards 
for their own churches, that he doesn't care what 
church they attend just so they unite with some church 
and begin to lead clean lives. Although the Episco- 
pal churches are taking no part in the campaign many 
cards are filled out with preferences expressed for one 
or another of these churches in town. At this writing 
the Broadway Baptist Church has probably received 
the largest number of any single church. 

Another feature which cannot be too strongly em- 
phasized is the great interest that has been aroused 
in the small towns surrounding Paterson. Not a day 
goes by that delegations numbering from twenty-five 
to three or four hundred do not come to either the 
afternoon or evening meetings. Sometimes they ar- 
rive so late that they are crowded out and have to wait 
a more favorable opportunity. The requests for reser- 
vations have become so numerous that Paterson peo- 
ple have complained, and now Paterson is first cared 
for before those from outside are guaranteed seats. 
Efforts are made to get as many of the church people 
to the afternoon meetings as possible since the taber- 
nacle is so small that not more than about half get in 
who want to. ° 

It would be possible to fill a tabernacle as big as the 


one used in Philadelphia every evening in Paterson, . 


and it must be remembered that Paterson's population 
is only about one twelfth of Philadelphia's, Were it not 
for the excellent work of the police and the ushers it 
would be difficult to handle the crushing throngs that 
attempt to swarm into every entrance each evening. 
So far the order maintained has been superb. Mr. 
Sunday and his party have taken occasion many times 
to commend the patience and the orderly character of 
the great throngs that gather about the building. 

Sensational newspapers have made considerable of 
an alleged intention of the I.W.W. either to break up 
Mr. Sunday's meetings or create disturbance in some 
other way. This was answered by the announcement 
from the organization in which it declares that it had 
no quarrel with Mr. Sunday and should attempt no 
disturbance, 

Emma Goldman last week announced that the an- 
archists were going to take up the work where the 
I.W.W. left it, but John Bimson, chief of police, in- 
formed Miss Goldman that no disturbance of any kind 
would be tolerated. The fact that Paterson has sent 
a number of these disturbers to State prison for long 
terms has had a tendency to cool the ardor of those who 
are left, and Miss Goldman's farcical attempt to dis- 
credit Mr. Sunday ended in ignominious failure. 

Paterson, N. J. 
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A Third Sunday in May Miracle 


When a substitute Mother’s was 


discovered 





By Lulu Linton 





(Concluded from the issue of April 17) 


S A beginning of surprises, the family came down 
to breakfast on time Saturday morning. This 
‘was an unusual occurrence, for, although it was 
always a full day for Mary, Aileen and Helen felt that 
it was atime for relaxation from their week's work. 
Dorothy had turned over her new leaf by getting up 
the first time she was called, and combing her hair by 
herself, ‘The bow in her hair wasn’t tied very becom- 
ingly, but she had done her best, and Mary's smile 
and kiss were ample reward. 

Mary was surprised again, when the girls tried, 
rather awkwardly, to assist with the morning work, 
but it was one of the days when everything seemed to 
go wrong, and even with their assistance the work 
was not done by noon, and early after noon the two 
girls hastened away down town without so much as 
telling her where they were going. Mary dropped 
down in the kitchen chair, utterly discouraged for a 
moment, then, catching sight of Dorothy's shocked 
face at the doorway, she tried to smile, 

Dorothy was across the room with a bound, saying, 
** You're all tired out, that’s what's the matter with 
you, just like you told me last night. Never mind 
about the candy for my spread, I'll go down to the 
grocery and buy some stuff, and the girls won't know 
the difference.’’ 

Mary smiled again, then started up to put more 
coal in the range, She had forgotten her promise to 
let Dorothy have some of her intimate friends over for 
the afternoon, and to make candy for their refresh- 
ments. She had never broken a promise to her little 
sister. 

‘‘IT can do it all right,’’ she said with a forced 
cheerfulness that deceived’ the child. ‘*We_ will 

make the candy just as Soon as the fire gets started 
well.”’ 

She was determined that her discouragement should 
not spoil Dorothy's Saturday afternoon, and even if 
she was tired she would get rested after a while. 

By the time the candy was done, the things washed 
up, and her dress changed, it was time to begin sup- 
per. ‘The girls came home rather late, after Mary 
had gone to the kitchen, They slipped in cautiously, 
their arms full of packages. There was a moment of 
alarm when the lid of the big box couch squeaked, 
but Mary was too far away, and too busy to hear it. 
They laughed and talked more than usual at the sup- 
per table, and Mary found herself wondering dully if 
she had ever felt young and gay. 


HEN the meal was over, Aileen and Helen 
caught her by the arms, one on each side, 
and escorted her into the library, seated her 

in the most comfortable chair, with her feet on the 
footstool and her lap full of the evening papers, an- 
nouncing that she was to enjoy them first, before the 
whole family had skimmed out all the news, while 
they washed up the dishes. 

The utter astonishment on her face was like a re- 
buke to the two thoughtless girls, For a time Mary 
could not see the printed pages for the tears that filled 
her eyes over this unexpected kindness, but Dorothy 
was watching, and it wouldn’t do tocry. It was a 
treat to sit idly reading the newspapers while the girls 
chattered and sang out in the dining-room and 
kitchen, They made quick work of it, and were soon 
back in the library. 

Mr. Wingate’s face brightened as he dropped 
down in his chair for the evening, and looked about 
him at his group of children. How bright and hand- 
some’ and well-cared for they looked, and what a 
treasure the dear eldest daughter was, to make such a 
pleasant home for all of them, and his eyes rested 
lovingly on the face that was so like that of the other 
Mary who was gone. It was a pleasant evening for 
all of them, but finally Dorothy, tired out from play- 
ing so hard all afternoon, grew sleepy, and an- 
nounced : ‘*I’m ready to go to bed.’’ 

‘¢ All right, you’re excused,’’ Kenneth said cheer- 
fully. 

‘« But I want Mary,"’ she whined. 

«* You're quite old enough to go to bed by yourself, 
and let Mary rest," Kenneth said decidedly ; but 
Mary laid down the new magazine she had been en- 
joying, and started up at the sound of Dorothy's wail. 





_ ‘*It's lonely for her, Ken,’’ she explained. «And 
there's her hath on Saturday night.’’ 

‘And an extra story," Dorothy said triumphantly, 
‘*so you needn’ t look for her down any more to-night.”’ 

‘*That child is selfish," Kenneth complained, 
when they had disappeared up the stairway. 

‘‘It runs in the Wingate family—selfishness, you 
know,"’ Helen observed drily, ‘‘but let her stay up 
to-night, it will help in getting her surprise ready.’’ 

She opened the box couch, and Aileen lifted out 
the packages they had brought home from their 
afternoon’s shopping, unwrapping the beautiful suit, 
and the things that were to go with it. When they 
had been admired by Kenneth and -his father, they 
were arranged where they would meet Mary's eye the 
first thing when she came downstairs the next morn- 
ing. 

Kenneth took one of the big sheets of wrapping 
paper and printed in bold lettering : ‘‘ This is the day 
when Mary goes to church in gala attire."’ Then they 
picked up the papers and strings, even putting away 
the evening papers, which was always one of Mary's 
morning tasks. 

‘«But we won't know how she takes it, for she al- 
ways gets up first on Sunday morning,’’ Aileen la- 
mented, 


*LL bet I see her when she gets a glimpse of that 
suit,"" Kenneth said, coming in from the 
kitchen with the little alarm clock. ‘I've set 

the alarm for half an hour earlier than Mary's rising 
time, and I']l slip down the hall and call you if you'll 
promise to get up, and we'll be down here in the cor- 
ner of the dining-room when Miss Mary arrives. I'll 
muffle the clock so ske won't hear it—’’ 

‘‘And you won't either,’’ his father interrupted, 
laughing like a boy. ‘‘Let me have the clock, and 
I'll wake Ken, and he can wake you. She won't hear 
it in my room.,”’ 

Kenneth protested sleepily that it wasn’t time to get 
up, when his father shook him the next morning, but 
at the words: ‘‘ Mary’s surprise,’’ he rolled out, and 
soon had the girls awake. They slipped softly down- 
stairs and waited. They didn’t have long to wait, for 
Mary was as regular in her habits as the little clock 
itself. She came rather listlessly down the front stair- 
way, for she always began the day’s work by tidying 
up the front of the house, She stooped to pick up a 
piece of wrapping thread that had been overlooked 
near the door, and raised up facing the tan suit, spread 
out on achair. Near the chair wasa pair of trim new 
shoes. On another chair hung Aileen’s new waist, 
across the corner of the table lay a pair of new gloves, 
and just beyond them, the hat she had admired so 
much, 

Then her eyes rested on Kenneth’s big card, and 
she stood reading it, with a bewildered look on her 
face. Slowly the look changed to one of surprise and 
delight, then the big tears began rolling down her 
cheeks, and the hidden group of watchers were hesi- 
tating about intruding, but Dorothy broke the spell 
by bounding across the dining-room, crying out: 
‘* They’re mean—they’re mean! They didn’t let me 
in on it—and I love you better’n all of ‘em put to- 
gether,’’ and she huddled down in a disconsolate heap 
at Mary’s feet, crying as if her heart would break. 


HE had resolved to get up early and help Mary get 
breakfast over, so Mary could get ready for 
church, too, She had slipped down the back 

stairway, and had surprised the party of watchers 
from the rear. They all came trooping out from their 
hiding-place to help comfort her, but she waved them 
all away, clinging to Mary and crying over and over : 
‘*T loved you best, and they didn’t let me in it.’’ 

It was Kenneth who finally stopped her crying by 
saying: ‘‘If you really loved her, you'd let her have 
a chance to look at her new outfit.”’ 

Mary handled each dainty thing with shining eyes. 
**The waist—oh, Aileen! You had put so much time 
on it !’’ she exclaimed. ; 

‘(If I had put a year’s time on it, it wouldn’t be 
enough,’’ Aileen said happily. ‘‘And now we must 
get breakfast out of the way, SO there will be plenty of 
time to dress my lady.’ 

‘But the dinner—I didn’t get it all fixed last 

night—"’ 


**So we'll fix it to-day,’’ Helen answered. ‘‘And 
after this, we'll help fix it on Saturday and Sunday, 
morning, and we will all go to church.”’ 

They hurried through the breakfast and dish-wash- 
ing, for Aileen wanted to arrange Mary’s hair and 
Helen wanted to help get her into the new suit, When 
Mary came downstairs her father turned her around, 
admiring her from the top of the new hat to the tips 
of the new shoes; and Kenneth whistled long and 
loud, then, stepping up, asked politely if he might 
accompany her to church, If Mary had lacked any- 
thing to make her perfectly happy, this little attention 
from her handsome big brother would have made 
it up. 


O SIT quietly through a church service feeling that 
she was looking quite as well as the people all 
about her, and with no uneasy thoughts about the 

dinner, was a new and delightful experience for Mary. 

After the service was over, and they had started 
home, Kenneth said: **Say, I rather enjoyed that 
service. I'd like the pleasure of your company again 
this evening, Miss Wingate,"’ 

‘‘ Again this evening—oh, Ken !’’ Mary exclaimed 
in delight, then added quickly, ‘* But what about 
Jessie ?"’ 

“I told Jessie that this was Mary's day, and ‘she 
was delighted,’’ Kenneth explained. ‘And she told 
me,’’—he looked around and lowered his voice,— 
‘«she told me that if it hadn’t been for my sister Mary 
taking me in hand and keeping mé straight she 
wouldn’t—oh, pshaw! I can’t talk to you about it 
here on the crowded street, and the family will all be 
around this afternoon. Let’s walk around Downey 
Street to go home. The girls won’t have dinner ready 
yet, and it’s like country out there, with its big old- 
fashioned houses and fruit-trees ali in bloom; There’ s 
a cottage out there I want you to see:”” ‘a 

It was a wonderful day. The morning surprise, 
the beautiful, restful service at the church, the wait- 
ing dinner,—not perfect, but prepared by willing, 
loving hands,—and the walk through the quaint old 
part of the town with all its glory of springtime, with 
Kenneth telling her all his plans for the future, and 


thanking her for the past and the many sacrifices she 
had made to hold him and help him grow into a 


manly manhood, 


HE afternoon was such a happy time, with all the 
family at home ; and in the evening the pastor 
looked down at the Wingate pew with its six occu- 

pants, and the happy faces were an inspiration to him. 

When Mary woke on Monday morning, she won- 
dered hazily if it had all been only a lovely dream. 
It was Monday again—the day she dreaded. She 
raised up in bed, and discovered that Dorothy was 
up before her, The covers of the little bed were 
tossed in a heap, as if she had risen hurriedly, and 
listening, as she hastened to dress, Mary could hear 
the sound of her father’s voice and Dorothy's patter- 
ing feet in the rooms below. As Mary opened her 
door into the hallway, Aileen and Helen came from 
the room just opposite, and Kenneth appeared at the 
end of the hall. 

Dorothy met them at the dining-room door, an- 
nouncing proudly, ‘‘I've set the table for break- 
fast.’’ 

The plates and knives and forks were put on the 
table at queer angles, but just in front of Mary's plate 
was a great bowl full of fragrant carnations. Mary 
gave a cry of delight as she caught sight of them, and 
Dorothy explained : 

‘* They're all for you. Father went with me to the 
florist, but he let me get them with my own money, 
because you didn’t let me in on the surprise yester- 
day morning. I chose the very pinkest pink ones 
he had,’’ she said shyly, putting her arms around 
Mary and hugging her close, *‘ because, you know, 
you're all the mother I can remember, and I’m so 
glad you are alive. And say, father says that the 
third Sunday in May shall always be Mary’s day in 
this fam’ ly, so long as we all live. And he says that 
we will make out a program of the work and divide it 
all up among us, so there won’t be so much for you 
to do; and I've decided to put myself to bed all the 
time, so you can read and rest ; and father is going to 
give you money enough to go away and get’ rested 
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LESSON FOR MAY 16 (1 Sam. 26) 


good ; and say—will-it take you very long to get 
rested, Mary ?"’ 

There was a wistful note in Dorothy's voice as she 
asked the question which found an echo in each of 
their hearts. 
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Mary buried her face in the fresh, sweet flowers a 
moment to hide the happy tears, then smiling at her 
beloved family she said decidedly : ‘‘I'm not going 
away, for I'm not tired. I'll never be tired any more!"’ 

FRANKLIN, IND. 
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Children’s Day in 


And how they reached out 
into all the world 











a Country School | 


By John J. Barrett 





What the secret of the remarkable record made by a little Sunday-school in a village 

of 450 inhabitants has been is clear when this Children’s Day exercise is studied. 

The same vision will bring great results to large city schools. Should a Children’s 

Day celebration be held in any school without bringing the pupils into touch with the 

millions of “ outlander” children whose only hope for knowing Christ may be that 
’ which comes from the children of America’s Sunday-schools ? 


COUNTRY Sunday-school, with an enrolment of 
about 125, several years ago worked out a Chil- 
dren's Day exercise that made the missionary 

work of the church vivid to the little folks and older 
folks, too. The program used by the Presbyterian 
Sunday-school of Anchorage, Kentucky, is given now 
in The Sunday School Times as showing the interest- 
ing possibilities of such an exercise when based upon 
the work of an individual school and denomination. 
The questions and answers for each class were sup- 
plied on the Sunday before Children’s Day, so that 
the answers could be memorized. Each class found 
the Bible references, and were prepared to read them 
aloud in answer to the proper question. 
Doxology. 
Prayer. 
Song: Heavenly Father, send thy blessing. 


Advanced Primary will please learn the answers on 
this slip, so that when the questions are asked they 
can promptly give the answers. 
1. Q. What is meant by preaching and teaching the 
Bible to people away from our homeland ? 

. Foreign Missions. 

What is he called who is sent to preach or teach 

away from his homeland ? 

» A foreign ‘missionary. 

. What is a native helper ? 

. A convert in a foreign land who helps the mission- 
ary teach and preach. 


mA. OR 


Mrs. Sewell’s Primary will please learn the answers 
on this slip, so that when the questions are asked 
tas they can promptly give the answers. 
4. Q. Who was the first foreign missionary in the Bible ? 
- A, Jonah. ' 
5. Q. Of what race was he? 
A. A Jew. ' 
6. Q. Where did he preach ? 
A. To the people of Nineveh. 
Primary Song : Gather them in. 
Class 1 will please learn the answers on this slip, so 
that when the questions are asked they can promptly 
give the answers. 
7. Q. Who was the greatest foreign missionary ? 
A. Jesus, the Son of God. 
8. Q. Who sent him? * 
A. John 3: 16. 
Song: For God so loved the world (whole school sing 
chorus). 
9. Q. What was he sent to do? 
A, Luke 4: 18, I9. 
94. Q. How did Christ sum up the supreme business of 
the church? 
A. Acts 1: 8. 
Song : Hail to the brightaess of Zion’s glad worning. 
Class g will please learn the answers on ¢:n1; slip, so 


that whe. the questions are asked they can promptly 
give the answers. 


10. Q. Who were Christ’s native helpers? 

A. The twelve apostles (Luke 6 : 14-16). 

10 6. Q, Christ in a conversation’inspired Peter to take up 
a world-wide work. What sentence furnishes the 
real motive for missions? 

A, John 21 : 17, last sentence, 

Class 2 will please learn the answers on this slip. 

11. Q. Give the names of some other native helpers, 

A, Philip, the evangelist ; Stephen, the first martyr ; 
Barnabas, John Mark, Saul of Tarsus, afterward 
called Paul the apostle. 

1146. Q. What spirit of consecration should fill the heart 
of every true follower of Christ? 

A, 2 Timothy 4: 7. 

Ciass v will please learn the answers on this slip. 

12. Q. What countries are foreign mission fields for our 
church ? 

A, China, Korea, Africa, Cuba, Brazil, Mexico. 

124. @. What vision came to Paul calling him to the Gen- 
tile world ? 

A. Acts 16:9, 10. The same call is to us to-day. 

Class 4 will please learn the answers on this slip. 

13. Q. In which of these are we specially interested, anf 

why? 


A, (1) China, for we helped in building a girls’ school 
at Kashing. (2) Africa, for we helped in building 
a missionary boat—Samuel Lapsley. (3). Mexico. 
for Miss Sadie Bedinger, a member of the Anchor- 
age Presbyterian Church, is a missionary at Monte- 
morellos, in Mexico, 

134. Q. What parable suggests to us our duty to Mexico? 

A. The egy of the Good Samaritan, (Read Luke 
10 : 36, 37.) 
Song : Somebody did a golden deed. 
Class 5 will please learn the answers on this slip. 

14. Q. How many helpers has Miss Bedinger ? 

A, Six native helpers, one a preacher, one man and 
four women teachers. 

15. Q. How many people are there in this field who need 
the true gospel of Jesus Christ ? 

A. Nineteen thousand. 

15 4. Q. Why does the preaching of the gospel to every 

creature rest as an obligation upon us? 
A, Romans 10: 12-15. 
Class 3 will please learn the answers on this slip. 

16. Q. How many people are there in Anchorage? 

A. About 450. 

17. Q. How many churches in Miss Bedinger’s field ? 

A, One church with a building, and three out-stations 
with no building. 

18. Q. How many churches are there in Anchorage ? 

A. Three, 
184. Q. Give an example of heroism in missionary labors, 
A. Acts 14 : 19, 20. 

18¢c. Q. Have we any modern examples of heroism ? 

A. Dr. Forsythe of Kentucky, a missionary in Korea, 
Class 12 will please learn the answers on this slip. 

19. Q. If they had as many churches in proportion to 
people in Miss Bedinger’s field as there are in An- 
chorage, how many would be there? 

A. 126 churches, 

20. Q. How many Sunday-schools and members in Monte- 

morellos ? é 
A, One Sunday-school with 115 members. 

21. Q. Ifin proportion to Anchorage, how many would be 
there? 

A. 42 schools, with 672 teachers, and 4,830 members, 

214. Q. Who owns our life? 

A, Malachi 3 : 17. 
Song: When he cometh to make up his jewels, 
Class 11 will please learn the answers on this slip. 

22. Q. What is greatly needed in Montemorellos by Miss 
Bedinger ? 

A. A school for seventy boys where they can be taught 
the Bible and some useful trade. 

23. Q. Who should build this school ? 

A, The Presbyterians of the United States, 
24. Q. Why? © 
A. God commands and the need of the people demands 
—‘* Freely ye have received, freely give.’’ 

246. Q. What psalm leads us to believe that some day all 

nations will belong to the Kingdom of Christ? 
A, The Second Psalm, Read Psalm 2 : 8. 


Class 8 will please learn the answers on this slip. 
25. Q. The Anchorage Sunday-school has not enough 
money to build this school, so what can we do? 
A. We can help by making a special collection. 
26. Q. Who was the first missionary of our church to 
Mexico? 
A, The Rev. Anthony T. Graybill. 
27. Q. How long a missionary? 
A. Thirty-two years. 
27 5. Q. What reward does God promise to the faithful ? 
A. Daniel 12 : 3. 
Song 7: I am a stranger here—an ambassador to be, 


Class 13 will please learn the answers on this slip. 
28. Q. What definite obligation rests upon the Southern 
Presbyterian Church ? 
- A. To evangelize 25,000,000 souls now without Christ. 
29. Q. Where are these lost souls to be found ? 

A, In Mexico, 500,000; in Cuba, 500,000 ; in Brazil, 
3,000,000; Central Africa, 1,000,000; Japan, 
4,000,000 ; Korea, 4,000,000; China, 12,000,000. 

30. Q. What missionary force has our Presbyterian Church 
now? 
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A. 10 missions, 45 occupied stations, 264 mission- 
aries. 
306. Q. What must we do besides giving to and going’ as 
missionaries ? 
A. Matthew 9 : 36-38. 
Song: The Son of God goes forth to war. 


Class 7 will please learn the answers on this slip. 
31. Q. How many missionaries are now needed for our 
Presbyterian fields ? 
A, 660 from our homeland and many native helpers. 
32. Q. How much money will they cost? 
A, One million dollars each year. 
33. Q. How much from each church member will make 
this amount? 
A. Only four dollars a year, 
34. Q. will such a contribution cause any hardship to us? 
A. How could it? It means a little more than one 
cent a day, or eight cents a week. 
35. Q. What demand does God make upon our money ? . 
A, Malachi 3 : 8-10. 
Class 10 will please learn the answers on this slip. 
35 4. Q. Could each one pay this? 

’ A. By a little self-denial of something that costs two 
nickels each could contribute this sum, but many 
will gladly pay more and thus help out those who 
can not, 

36. Q. Did the Anchorage Church ever contribute four 
dollars per member ? 
A, One year we did, but last year we did not. 
366. Q. What have we that belongs to God and is not 
ours ? 
A. Money, ‘* The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, 
saith the Lord.’’ 
37. Q. Will the Anchorage Sunday-school do its full 
share in this work this year? 
A, The whole school is to answer this. 
Reception of new members to the church. 
Song 97: Around the throne of God in heaven. 
Sermon. 
Presentation of certificates of merit. 
Report for last year’s work. 
While the collection is being taken sing, ** Are you sowing 
the seeds of mercy?’’ 


Included in the program were also two short reci- 
tations by little children. The Primary class stood 
on the platform while answering their questions. 
Certificates of promotion were presented to the chil- 
dren graduating from the Cradle Roll to the first Pri- 
mary and from the first to the second Primary. 

The offering was given toward the Mission school 
in Mexico, and amounted to $24. 22. 

Tne work of the school for the year was as fol- 
lows : Contributions, $399.74. Fifty in the large 
school received certificates for having performed be- 
tween 95 and 100 percent of the work required, which 
is as follows : 

Attendance at Sunday-school. 

Attendance at church, 

Study of the lesson. 

Study of Shorter Catechism. 

Bible brought from home to Sunday-school. 
Read passage in Bible every day in week. 
Contribution, 

Of the fifty who received certificates, about forty- 
five were perfect. The others made between 95 and 
100 percent. Twenty-four members of the Sunday- 
school united with the church during the year. 

LOvISVILLE, KENTUCKY. 


% ' 
The Happy Superintendent’s Secret 


N a magazine devoted to home affairs recently a 
young husband told how he had been able to 
meet special, definite household expenses on 

time, ‘*We knew,'’ he said, ‘‘that our milk bill 
would be so much each month, that our coal bill for 
the year would be about a certain amount, and so on 
with several other expenses. So we took some 
boxes, labeled them ‘ Milk,’ ‘Coal,’ etc., and put 
by a certain sum each month for each, so that when 
the bills were due there was money to meet them.”’ 
He seemed to think his scheme was the long sought 
‘*Secret ofa Happy Home."’ Atany rate, something 
like that is the secret of a happy Sunday-school su- 
perintendent. He knows that certain special days are 
coming right through the Sunday-school year when 
he will be called on to pay out material in the form 
of concerts, different opening exercises, special mu- 
sic, short addresses’ and all sorts of things new and 
old. It's a pity to have no ‘‘cash on hand’’ for 
such times, and it isn’t necessary to be in any such 
fix. Start your boxes now for Children’s Day, Fourth 
of July, Rally Day, Missions, Christmas, Easter, 
and so on. The young housekeeper’s salary was 
limited, but the Sunday-school superintendent lives 
on the bank of a perfect stream of helpful material 
of all kinds. All he needs is a little resolution to 
save and sort some of. it to suit his own needs. 
—/j. Mervin Hull, Concord, Mass. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


‘EVERAL years ago, when the Equitable Build- 
ing in New York City was burned, a fortune in 
cash and securities was to be transferred from 

the burned building to another place. A five million 
dollar insurance policy, good for three hours only, 
was issued by a rene 5 company to guarantee the 
banking house against loss by highwaymen while this 
fortune was being carried six blocks, 

What would you have thought of the owners of the 
securities if, after re secured this insurance from 
a responsible and reliable company, they then de- 
cided to back it up, as it were, by taking out a five 
hundred dollar policy of protection with some other 
house, and a thousand dollar policy with another, and 
a five thonsand dollar policy with another, until sev- 
eral thousand dollars of additional protection had 
been secured? Absurd, you say? If they trusted 
the original surety company at all, and had a five 
million dollar guarantee from it, then the thing to do 
was to trust that company entirely, stop worrying, 
and not help out with petty amounts elsewhere. 

David had an insurance guarantee, worth consider- 
ably more than five million dollars, and lasting longer 
than three hours, from a Nags met that cannot fail 
and that always meets its obligations,—the Triune 
God. Yet see what he was tempted to do! 


Qur Background Material 

The Age of Law was followed by the Age of 
Grace, in which we are still ey 

Men were not saved during the Age of Law by 
keeping the Law. They were saved then, as to-day, 
by grace, But they had chosen to try to keep the 
Law; and God let it be their schoolmaster, through 
their failure under it, to bring them to Christ,—to a 
sense of the need of grace (Gal. 3: 23-26). Only 
those who, like David, trusted in the grace of God 
during the Age of Law, were saved. Blood sacri- 
fices were an expression of the need of an atone- 
ment and of grace. When Christ came, he fully re- 
vealed God’s plan and God’s grace, and fulfilled in 
himself and in his sacrifice of himself all that God 
had been teaching, before He came, of the plan of re- 
demption. In law, God demands righteousness. 
In grace, God gives righteousness. John 5 : 24; 6: 
29, 47; Romans 4: 1-8; Ephesians 2: 8, 9. 

In every Age men have failed to meet God's test; 
and his Word tells us that the Age of Grace is no ex- 
ception. First, Christ was rejected by the Jews, and 
crucified by Jew and Gentile (Acts 4 : 27). The Age 
will end, he says, in the apostasy of the professing 
church and the failure of the Gentile nations, when 
Christ returns to usher in the seventh and last of the 
earthly Ages, that of his Kingdom. Luke 18 : 8; 
2 Thessalonians 2 : 1-12; Daniel 2 : 36-45; 1 Thessa- 
lonians 4 : 16, 17. 


The Lesson Itself 
The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles 
in this issue, Boldface figures at the end of certain paragraphs in 


those articles will help in quickly } g the r es. 

After saying farewell to Jonathan, David became 
an outlaw indeed. ‘The only way to get a clear and 
satisfying impression of his experiences is to read 
the dramatic story told in chapters 21 to 25 inclusive 
of 1 Samuel. Let the teacher be sure to do this, and 
then re-read it enough to be able to tell the class, 
briefly but vividly, of David's adventures. He got 
possession of the sword of Goliath again; he pre- 
tended to be a madman before the king of Gath; he 
escaped to the cave of. Adullam, and was joined 
there by a strange crowd of men, about four hun- 
dred, including his own father’s family, and he be- 
came captain over. them. Saul is determined to have 
David's life, pursues him, unwittingly puts himself 
into David’s hands, and David spares him; Samuel 
dies; David has insulting treatment from a man 
whom, in retaliation, he determines to murder, and 
is kept from this bloodshed by the tact of a remarka- 
ble woman whom he later marries. 

Evidences of the insurance policy that is protect- 
iag David are seen in Jonathan's words, when he 
and :David see each other again for the last time 
(23 : 17); in Saul’s own prediction about David (24: 
20); and in Abigail's wonderful prophecy 

These intervening events are briefly touched upon 
by Dr, Griffith Thomas(I, 2), and by Mrs. Bryner (1-2). 
It is to be noticed that David, during these experi- 
ences, did not always meet his tests victoriously. 
Sometimes he failed badly; at other times he won. 
Have we realized that, in Christ, we need know no 
such ups and downs ? 

Bring out the facts of the lesson story, chapter 26. 








LESSON 7. MAY 16. DAVID SPARES SAUL 


1 Samuel 26. Commit verses 11, 12 


Golden Text: Love your enemies, do good to them that hate you.—Luke 6 : 27 


[The portion of the text indicated y a International Lesson 
Committee for ting in the lesson helps is 
z uel 26 : 5-16.] : 

5 And David arose, and came to the place where Saul had 
eneamped ; and David beheld the place where Saul lay, and 
Abner the son of Ner, the captain of the host; and Saul lay 
within the ! place of the wagons, and the people were encamped 
round about him. 

6 ‘Then answered David and said to Ahimelech the Hittite, 
and to Abishai the son of Zeruiah, brother to Joab, saying, 
Who will ge down with me to Saul to the camp?) And Abishai 
said, I will go down with thee. 7 So David and Abishai came 
to the people by night: and, behola, Saul lay sleeping within 
the ! place of the wagons, with his spear stuck in the ground 
at his head ; and Abner and the people lay round about him, 
8 Then said Abishai to David, God hath delivered up thine 
enemy into thy hand this day: wow therefore let me smite 
him, I pray thee, with the spear to the earth at one stroke, 
and I will not smite him the second time. 9 And David said 
to Abishai, Destroy him not; for who can put forth his hand 
against Jehovah's anointed, and be guiltless? to And David 
said, As Jehovah liveth, Jehovah will smite him ; ?or his day 
shall come to die ; or he shall go down into battle, and perish. 
11 Jehovah forbid that I should put forth my hand against 
apes sa anointed ; but now take, I pray thee, the spear that 

at his head, and the cruse of water, and let us go. 12 So 
David took the spear and the cruse of water from Saul's head ; 
and they gat them away: and no man saw it, nor knew it, 
neither did any awake ; for they were all asleep, because a 
deep sleep from Jehovah was fallen upon them, 

13 Then David went over to the other side, and stood on 
the top of the mountain afar off; a great space being between 
them ; 14 and David cried to the people, and to Abner the 
son of Ner, saying, Answerest thou not, Abner? Then Abner 
answered and said, Who art thou that criest to the king? 1 
And David said to Abner, Art not thou a va/iant man? an 
who is like to thee in Israel? wherefore then hast thou not 
kept watch over thy lord the king? for there came one of the 
people in to destroy the king thy lord. 16 This thing is not 
good that thou hast done. As Jehovah liveth, ye are * worthy 
to die, because ye have not kept watch over your lord, Jeho- 
vah's anointed. And now see where the king's spear is, and 
the cruse of water that was at his head, 

1 Or, darricade %Or, eithér. *® Heb. sons of death. 
The American Kevision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons, 


“ 


Your Lesson Questions Answered 

Verse 2,—Why should 3000 chosen men be necessary 
to seek David? (Griffith Thomas, Il, 3; Pilot, The Lesson 
Itself. ) 

Verse 5.—What is meant by the place of the wagons? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 3; Mackie, 3; Bryner, 3.) 

Verse 6.—Who were Ahimlech and Abishai? Why did 
David want one of them to go with him to Saul’s camp? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 4; Ridgway, 1.) 

Verse 7.—Why was Saul’s spear stuck in the ground? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 4.) 

Verse 14.—How could David be heard at such a great 
distance? (Griffith Thomas, II, §.) 

Verse 15-16.—What was David’s motive in speaking thus 
to Abner? (Pilot, Teaching Points ; Griffith Thomas, II, §; 
Ridgway, §.) 

. Verse 21.—Is it likely that this was a genuine repentance 
on Saul’s part ? (Griffith Thomas, II, 7; Baldwin, §.) 








Saul was stirred up again by the Ziphites to go after 
David. He took three thousand men to go after 
David and his few hundred. ‘The enemies of God 
have to work and labor a great deal harder, for their 
ends, than do the friends of God, 

How David may have kept aware of Saul’s prox- 
imity is explained by Dr. Mackie (2), who also de- 
scribes (1) how a modern Druze outlaw eluded Turk- 
ish troops in Syria. 

As night came on, Saul was apparently secure in 
the midst of his own camp (Griffith Thomas, I], 3; 
Mackie, 3). But complete human security counted 
for nothing if God wanted to expose him to David. 

Notice the significance of the position of Saul’s 
spear, illustrated by modern Arab life (Griffith 

homas, II, 4). 

Get the class to give all the plausible reasons they can 
think of why David would have been justified in kill- 
ing Saul, or letting Abishai kill Saul, at this time. 
Mrs. Baldwin (2) suggests some arguments, then (3) 
gives reasons on the other side. Mr. Rogers (1-2) de- 
scribes how a debate in Pucker’s class was carried on. 

Ask any in the class to tell one of the hardest ex- 
periences of their life when there seemed to be plaus- 
ible reasons for taking into their own hands, even in 
a way that was not just right, something that was 
plainly God’s responsibility. 

‘*When the getting-even business is left in God's 
hands it always works out right,” says Mr. Ridgway 
(1). It is always safer to let God get ‘‘the other 
fellow” out of the way (Ridgway, 3). The best way 
to show our enemy how small he is is by revealing to 
him how big we are (Baldwin, 4). See the editorial 
on the first page, ‘‘ Getting Even.” 

The lesson closes with the last conversation Saul 
and David ever had together in this life... David 










n humbles himself before Saul, calling. him, 
™ ¥ hag ae bins ie, Ba aan ° ae and 
umble appe Ti jomas, . ng out 
all that David says in this remar usec” 

And Saul breaks down again under this marvelous © 
treatment. He confesses sin; dut he does not 
repent, ana seck God's forgiveness and restoration. 
Mere admission of our own sin accomplishes yo | 
for us; only God, sought in repentance, can wor 
the real change (Griffith Thomas, II, 7; Baldwin, 5.) 

Further facts showing David to be a type of Christ, 
in addition to the twenty-five seen in preceding les- 
sons, are the following: 


26. ‘* Every one... in distress,...in debt, and... 
discontented, gathered themselves unto him [David] ; and 
he became captain over them” (22: 2). Publicans and 
sinners, all that labor and are heavy laden, find refuge 
with the captain of their salvation (Matt, 9: 10-13; 11: 
28; Heb. 2: fo), ? 

27. David’s friends had to share David’s experience. 
Compare 22: aks with John 15 : 18. 

28. David torbade his men to injure his enemy (24: 7; 
26:9). So our Lord (Luke 22: 49-51). 


The Truth That Is Golden 


It is sometimes questioned, even by sincere Chris- 
tian people, whether we can in this life really /ove 
our enemies, If we cannot, then our Lord Jesus 
Christ is unreasonable; for he commands us to do so 
(Matt. 5: 44). Whatever he commands us to do, he 
enables us todo. And it is a blessed fact that many 
a Christian has found, to his surprise and joy, that 
it is possible so to yield to Christ iri unconditional 
surrender and so to trust Christ in a blind abandon- 
ment of one’s self to him in faith, that our innér- 
most heart-feeling toward our worst human enemies 
is miraculously ~hanged, from hate or bitterness or 
even antagonisn. to spontaneous, irrepressible love. 

Have we let our Lord do this for'us? ‘" 

Striking illustrations of love for enemies are given 
by Dr. Griffith Thomas (III, 9); Round-Table (g, 2, 
4,5); Mrs. Baldwin (6). a . 


Teaching Points 

If we serve God, we are bound to be harried by lesser 
enemies and by our great Adversary. 

Our enemies great and small are as ee to injure us 
while we trust and serve God as were Saul and his men 
when God had sent a deep sleep upon them. 

We need not fear to go right into the camp of the enemy 
if God is with us and wants us to do so. 

We are to keep our own hands off that which is exclu- 
sively God’s business. 

There are times when it is our duty to let the enemies of 
God know the hopelessness and helplessness of their efforts 
against both God and ourselves, as did David when he made 
himself known to Abner and Saul. 

No matter how triumphantly God may be caring for us, 
we are to recognize our own helplessness and worthlessness, 
in true humility, and that it is God, not ourselves, that ac- 
counts for our safety and our work. 

It is striking that, in verse 24, David, declaring that 
Saul’s life had been counted dear in David’s sight, asks in 
turn that his life be counted dear, not in Saul’s sight, but 
in Jehovah's. We are to desire, not the protection of kings 
or earthly authorities, but the protection of God; and we 
are to claim it in quiet faith, 

**So David went his way, and Saul returned to his place.”” 
One went the way of God; the other returned to the place 
of self where he had been living. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Why had Saul continued to seek David’s life? 

What might have been some results had David or Abishai 
killed Saul ? 

Was God unfairly favoring David in working for him and 
against Saul? 

What do you think David’s feelings toward Saul were, 
in this last conversation between them? 

What should be our purpose and policy toward one who 
plainly *‘has it in” for us? 

What should be our attitude toward corrupt or unworthy 
rulers? (See Rom. 13 : I-7.) 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
David King over Judah and Israel (2 Sam. 2: 1-7; 5; 3-5). 
[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, for home 
preparation on the coming lesson.] 

# God works slowly; but God works irresistibly. The 
cave of Adullam seemed a long way from the throne 
of Israel. It may have been, to David; to God, it 
was the vestibule. Read the rest of the book of 1 
Samuel (5 chapters) and 2 Samuel 1 and 2: 1-7 to see 
how David got his first throne. 


How did Saul die ? 


Why did God let Jonathan die? 
Why did David commend the men of Jabesh-gilead ? 
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LESSON FOR MAY 16 (1 Sam. 26) 





Mastering the 





OME one said to Sir Matthew Hale, an eminent 
English . ** Would it not be manly to pun- 
ish him?” ‘To which the judge replied, ‘ Yes, 

but it would be Godlike to forgive him.” David was 
wonderfully in advance of his age, which taught ‘an 
eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” 


1. Surroundings of the Lesson 

Connection.—It is important to observe the stages 
in David's preparation forthe kingship. (1) His early 
life (16), (2) at court (17: 1 to 18: 5), (3) the years of 
discipline (18 : 6 to 27: 12). We are now concerned 
with the last of these, and the detail given shows how 


important it was regarded as part of the special train- - 


ing for his high office. It may seem curious that one 
so definitely appointed by should suffer in this 
way, but it was an essential part of the training. (1) - 

The specific connection between the last lesson and 
this needs to be noticed briefly. After the parting 
with Jonathan, David became a fugitive, and by 
deceit he obtained a supply of bread and a sword 
from the high priest (chap. 21). Then he became an 
outlaw and went to his old enemies the Philistines, 
who would have dealt severely with him but that he 
escaped. Meanwhile Saul vented his wrath on David's 
relatives and friends (chap. 21), and David became 
the head of a band of outlaws who had become dis- 
affected for one reason or another (chap. 22), Then 
Saul, having heard of David, makes an attempt on 
his life, but he is protected (chaps. 23 and 24). Once 
again, and for the last time, — and he meet 
and take a touching farewell of eachother. At length 
Samuel dies (chap. 25), and it would seem as though 
the removal of this good influence had its effect on 
David, who adopted rough ways and became a 
ye Then comes this second attempt on 

avid’s life, with his treatment of Saul. (2) 

Time.—Several months at least must have elapsed 
between the story of the lastlesson and this. Beecher 
suggests 1065 B.C. as the date of this episode, while 
other authorities, as usual, make a difference of a 
century and date at 965 B.C. or 962 B,C.., 


II. The Lesson 

The Fresh Attack (vs, 1-5).—Some authorities re- 
gard this as the same event as the one recorded in 
23 : 19 to 24 : 22, and there are certainly several points 
incommon. ‘But there are also distinct points of dif- 
ference, and there is no reason why in so narrow and 
limited a country another attempt should not have 
been made bySaul. Such an effort would be in thor- 
ough harmony with hischaracter, Beecher considers 
it is quite gratuitous to assume that the two narra- 
tives refer to the same event, and Kirkpatrick (1 Sam- 
uel, p. 243) argues forcibly and convincingly in favor of 
two separate stories. The people of Ziph came from 
the south of Hebron on the edge of the wilderness of 
Judah (Josh. 15 : 55), and the fact that they endeav- 
ored to ingratiate themselves with Saul by reportin 
about David's position is quite natural. They none | 
doubtless try to please the king, and he in turn woulda 
be only too <i to have a fresh opportunity of 

illing his enemy. ‘The three thou- 
sand men seem to be the standing army of Saul, 
which usually accompanied him (13:2). It is not 
known exactly where Hachilah was, though the gen- 
eral neighborhood is quite clear from the context. 
The * place of the wagons” refers either to a barrier 
formed by the baggage wagons put around the camp 
for protection, or else to the place where the baggage 
wagons of the army were kept. Bysome it is thought 
to refer to a trench or circular rampart around the 
ae | (17 : 20). (3) 

The Fearless Adventure (vs. 6-12). David deter- 
mines to risk an attempt on Saul’s camp, which would 
lead to a definite issue. He mentions his proposal to 
two men. Ahimelech is not mentioned elsewhere, 
and he is described as a Hittite. Uriah was also a 
Hittite. The Hittites were descended from Heth, 
and occupied Hebron in the time of Abraham (Gen. 
23 : 2). sau married wives who were Hittites (Gen. 
26:34). The Hittites were one of the nations of 
Canaan (Judg. 3: 5), and it is now well known that 
a branch of them was remarkably powerful in the 
north of Syria, For a long time the reterences to the 
Hittites in the Old Testament were thought to be 
untrustworthy, but now, after discoveries in Asia 
Minor and Egypt, the story is proved to be absolutely 
authentic, the Hittites being one of the most power- 
ful empires of old days (Gen. 15 : 20; Judg. 1 : 26; 
1 Kings 9:20; 2 Kings 7:6). The other man of 
David, Abishai, was the son of David's sister, Zeru- 
iah, a nephew probably as old as himself, as he was 
the youngest son. Abishai was a very important 
man in David's reign (2 Sam. 3 : 30; 10: 10; 16: 19; 
18:2; 21:17). He responded to David's invitation, 
and the two went together, no doubt, for company 
and protection. They reached the camp of Saul 
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when everything was quiet, in the dead of night. 

Saul’s spear was stuck in the ground at his head, like 

a scepter marking kingship (18 : 10). Modern prac- 

tise among the Arabs illustrates this, a traveler say- 

ing that the tent of the leader was — ignized from 
ant 


twenty others by the tall spear pl ainst it, 
This was remarkably bold of David, like Gideon of 
old days, and when Abishai saw there was no possi- 
bility of danger he quite naturally suggested that 
David should take the opportunity of killing his 
enemy whom Ged had so manifestly delivered into 
his hand. But although David was rough and in 
some respects cruel, he was true at this time, and 
would not touch one who, after, all had been anointed 
as king (10:1). The person of the anointed king 
was regarded as inviolate, and his life asin Jeho- 
vah’s hands. God himself might visit him with a 
sudden stroke (25 : 38), or by ordinary death, but it 
was not for David to lay violent hands on him. All 
that David did was to take away the spear and the 
cruse of water, which he did without any one knowing 
it, since a supernatural sleep had fallen on all in the 
camp of the king (Gen. 2: 21; 15:12). (4) 

The Forceful Accusation (vs, 13-16).—-David natu- 
rally went back again to his own place, which was on 
the opposite hill to Saul, a valley or ravine — 
between them. It was not difficult to make himsel 
heard at so great a distance because the atmosphere 
is soclear in the East, and the voice always travels 
well across a valley between mountains. Abner was 
evidently regarded as Saul’s protector and chief sol- 
dier, and David expostulates with him for not takin 
better care of his master. This reproach amounte 
to an ironical accusation as he reminded him that he 
had not kept watch over his lord. In speaking thus 
to Abner, David would be able to rouse Saul, and by 
his voice let it be known who it was and what had 
been done. (§) 

The Faithful Appeal (vs. 17-20). In the darkness 
of the morning Saul could not see David, but he rec- 
ognized his voice and spoke to him as his ‘‘ son,”—a 
characteristic instance of Saul’s impulsiveness and 
warm-heartedness, David replies with proper respect 
for the king, and makes his appeal, asking why he 
should be pursued, wnat he had done, or of what 
wrong he was guilty. He thereupon puts forth a 
definite suggestion that if Jehovah had stirred u 
Saul against David an offering would be presented, 
but that if the action of Saul had been promoted by 
men, they would be brought to confusion because 
they had driven David out of his inheritance, and 

ractically compelled him to sacrifice to false gods. 

he reference (v. 19) is to the fact that while, of 
course, God could be worshiped through prayer in 
any place, even in a foreign country, yet the offering 
of sacrifice was strictly limited to the one place of 
God's own choice, and it was this privation that 
David felt, We see the same thought of sacrifice to 
— as possible only in Canaan in the request of 

aaman (2 Kings 5) for some Canaanitish earth on 
which to erect an altar in his own country to the true 
God. It does not mean that God could only be wor- 
shiped in Canaan, for we know that he could be 
 - peatgeets everywhere by prayer and adoration. 
All that was limited to Canaan was the actual offer- 
ing of sacrifice. David calls attention to his own 
insignificance by reminding the king that he was 
nothing but ‘‘a single flea” or ‘‘a partridge in the 
mountains.” ‘Thus David makes his earnest appeal 
to Saul, and bases it on grounds that should naturally 
have the greatest possible weight. (6) 

The Frank Acknowledgment (vs. 21-25). With 
characteristic revulsion of feeling Saul confesses that 
he had sinned, and begs David to return, promising 
him no more harm. With frankness he also admits 
that he had ‘played the fool.” This was true, but 
not all the truth, and it was characteristic of him 
almost all through his life. Even in the early days 
Samuel told him that he had ‘*‘ done foolishly ” (13 : 
13). His impulsiveness often led him into error. The 
Bible makes a striking contrast between “ playing 
the fool” and ‘‘ playing the man.” But David evi- 
dently did not consider Saut's word could be trusted. 
He was afraid to return (v. 22), although on a former 
occasion he had not hesitated (24: 21). There is all 
the difference between remorse and repentance. A 
gush of emotion is no proof of sous repentance, 
and even though the same word is found for ra 
as for Peter, the former showed remorse while the 
latter showed repentance. A little girl was ‘once 
asked, ‘‘ What is repentance?” And she replied, 
‘Being sorry enough to quit.” True repentance is 
seen in a change of life (2 Cor. 7 : 10,11). (7) 

Saul met this appeal by a striking benediction and 
the prediction of future glory (v. 25). It is touching 
to remember that the two never niet again. 

Three of the Psalms '‘aré associated by titles with 
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this period,—54, 57, 142, while some think that 7 and 
11 are also to be connected with it. (8) 


Ill. Central Truths 


The Golden Text points the special lesson to be 
drawn: ‘‘ Love your enemies, do good to them that 
hate you”’ (Luke 6: 27). 

1. David's Spirit.—We notice two things about 
him: (1) his self-control, and (2) his sincerity. In 
spite of the provocation so often repeated, the way in 
which he avoids killing Saul when he had him in his 
power is particularly striking. And the genuineness 
ot his appeal to Saul shows the innocence and true- 
heartedness of one who is conscious of his integrity. 
There is scarcely anything finer than David's treat- 
ment of Saul, because there is perhaps nothing more 
remarkable as a revelation of character than the 
power toforgive. David's victory over Saul was only 
surpassed by his victory over himself. Dr. Pierson 
used to tell a story of General Robert E. Lee. On one 
occasion Lee spoke in the highest terms to President 
Jefferson Davis about a certain officer, when another 
officer in his astonishment said, ‘‘General, do you 
not know that the man of whom you spoke so highly 
is one of your bitterest foes, and never misses an 
opportunity to attack you?” ‘ Yes,” replied Lee, 
‘* but the President asked my opinion of him; -he did 
not ask for his opinion of me.” (9 

2. David's Secret.—When we endeavor to discover 
how it was that David was able to manifest such a 
spirit, we see at once that it was due to his relation- 
ship to God. His love conquered because his loyalty 
dominated his love. To Abishai Saul was ‘thine 
enemy,” but to David he was ‘‘ Jehovah's anointed,” 
This made all the difference and, while naturally 
David might have been vindictive, he left the matter 
in God’s hands, feeling sure that God would be vin- 
dicative. °*‘ Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith 
the Lord.” ‘There is no power on earth like forgive- 
ness which comes from a heart full of love. A mod- 
ern preacher has pointed out that snow forms a 
striking and remarkable barricade. A bullet fired 
from a distance of fifty yards will not penetrate a wall 
of snow six feet thick, but the same bullet passes 
through dense earth-works and shatters trees when 
discharged from a much greater distance. So like 
flakes of snow the goodness of David overcame the 
wrath of Saul, (See ‘‘ Forgiveness as a Force,” b 
Charles §S. Robinson in ** Samuel to Solomon.” 
American Tract Society, $1.) When, therefore, the 
love of God fills the heart, it will always show itself 
in love to those around us, 


** Should friends misjudge or foes defame, 
Or brethren faithless prove ; 
Then like thine own be this our aim, 
To conquer them by love. ° 


IV. A Lesson Outline 
1. ‘The Fresh Attack (Psa. 5). 
2. The Fearless Adventure (Rom. 12: 9-21). 
3. The Forceful Accusation (Psa. 7 : 1-10). 
4. The Faithful Appeal (Luke 23 : 32-43). 
5. The Frank Acknowledgment (Matt. 5 : 38-48). 


Wryc.irre CoLLeGe, TORONTO. 
x“ 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway _ 


Going Down.— Who will go down with me?... 
A bishai said, I will (v. 6). rosesen climbed up a 
crag in the face of death and David climbs down a 
crag in the face of death, Two of a kind. Was it 
‘‘nerve” or faith? The world has never lacked this 
sort of men. Strong and splendid, courageous and 
confident, reliant and religious. And when you find 
a Jonathan and David be sure there is the armor- 
bearer and the Abishai. The fellow to go along. 
We are not nowadays called upon to face oppressing 
Philistines or dodge murderous Sauls, but there are 
other enemies to test the amen f of Jonathans and 
Davids. The Philistines of rum. The Sauls of civic 
corruption. The heroes are calling, ‘‘ Who will go 
down with me to clean up the town, to put the lid on, 
to make it dry and decent?” When a man sends his 
money ‘‘down” to fight the enemies of God and his 
race he is in a big true sense going down himself. It 
takes nerve and faith for Butch, the r meat-man, 
to go down against Juggs, the rich hotel-man, who 
has many friends, all meat-buyers. As I write, 
Coatesville has recently gonedry. A majority of the 
voters signed remonstrances. It meant something 
for the tradesmen to godown against the saloon-men. 
But.down those storekeepers went. Thank God 
America is full of such men (Deut, 31 : 6). (2) 

Getting Ready.— Let me smite him... Iwill not 
smite him the second time (v.8). The greatest speech 
I ever heard by a woman, and I have heard many of 
the best, was by a little woman from Georgia named 
Mrs. Armour. She was after John Barleycorn. 
When she finished her splendid address she lifted 
her face to heaven and cried in a voice we shall never 
forget, for the intensity of its cry, ‘‘I thank thee, my 
Father, thou hast given me one more chance to smite 
this monster!” If this King Alehy that hunts down 
our best and choicest could be personified into a Saul, 
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Mrs. Armour would be his Abishai and only ask 
‘‘one smack at him.” ‘There are many Armour- 
Abishais inthe land. Abishai could not understand, 
nor can many understand, why the times of smiting 
are postponed. David's schooling was not yet com- 
plete. Nor is ours, Saul was condemned and had to 
go. King Alchy is condemned and has togo. As I 
write here on the cars on the way to Toronto, the 
paper says the Christian Endeavor convention at Los 
Angeles, 13,000 strong, has proclaimed ‘‘a dry United 
States in 1920.” Do you believe God can do it in 
five years from now? God put David on the throne 
in five years from this time, didn’t he? pgp” sep 
was ready David was king (Hab. 2:3; 2 Pet. 3: 
8, 9). (2) 

Our Real Kings.— Who can put forth his hand 
against Jehovah's anointed? (vy. 9.) Things have 
changed. For better or worse, whocan say? In the 
minds of men kings and queens are no longer ‘‘ the 
Lord's anointed.” Be a good king or out ae 
The common people are the Lord's anointed. ith 
the help of Uncle Sam they have discovered them- 
selves in these modern days. So the common people 
from Land’s End to China have come to the throne. 
Therefore it is important the Lord's anointed be in- 
telligent and So we have royal colleges for 
these ‘‘kings.”” Public schools for their heads. Sun- 
day-schools for their hearts. Schoolmarm, thine is 
one royal calling. Thou art training princes. Roger 
Ascham and his successors have nothing on Zephan- 
iah Hopper, the old professor who died the other da 
aged rere & after sixty odd years training ‘‘ kings” 
in Philadelphia. Nothing could better show the in- 
herent nobleness of David than this incident. Hunted 
almost to the very rary, he will not stop the arm 
that is widpe Swe killhim, This is high-water mark for 
auy man. ow many of you could stand a test like 
that? Yet David's way worked out splendidly, did 
it not? When the getting-even business is left in 
God's hands it always works out right. In fact, it is 
dangerous not to let God attend to it. The Count of 
Monte Cristo, by Dumas, shows the danger of man 
assuming the place of an avenging Providence (Rom. 
12: 19; Deut. 32: 35; Lev. 19: 18). (3) 

Getting Even.—/chovah will smite him (v. 10). 
The whole secret of David, as of all masterful men, 
is faith. If you are fit for the high place in the busi- 
ness kingdom, and God has appointed you to it, as 
he undoubtedly has ¢f you are belting ready for it, 
you will surely get the place. It will not be neces- 
sary for you to scheme and conspire and plan how 
you may ‘‘kill” the fellow who holds the job now. 
We all know men who worked the other fellow out of 
a job only to be worked out themselves in a little while. 
‘The purposes ot God never ‘step lively.” How slow 
and patient he is with all of us. How long has he 
waited for you? We had better leave all things to 
him. When I was a little shaver around Midway one 
of the greatest bits of fun we kids used to enjoy was 


to sneak up Cowstable Alley back of Hamilton's. 


house and hear Hoagie ‘‘ ketch it” when Mrs. Hamil- 
ton paddy-whacked him for abusin’ us little fellers. 
‘hat was a great deal better than the gang stonin’ 
Hoagie from behind Taggart’s fence—and ever so 
much safer. It will be more fun and no danger to 
let God do all your smiting for you. Unless, of 
course, you want to burn the fellow who abuses you 
—you always have the divine right to give any enemy 
a scorchin’! (Rom, 12; 20; Matt. 5: 44.) (4) 

Rubbing It In.— Now see where the king's spear ts 
(v. 16). h, the joy of a good chance “to rubitin’’! 
David could not resist it. Whocould? David could 
well afford to have a little fun with them because it 
was only by his goodness, grace, and mercy they 
were alive at all. hile they had slept soundly from 
fatigue in hunting himself, death had hung over 
them in the hands of the very hunted, How easily 
God could dispose of his every enemy. A touch of 
God's finger and the blatant unbeliever and blas- 
wre becomes a jabbering idiot and passes to a 
iving death in some asylum. The king’s strength is 
in his spear. The scoffer’s strength is in his words. 
The strong arm of the one, the intellect of the other. 
And then in a night, in an instant, another hand 
comes in and the ‘‘spear” is gone. ‘This is why we 
Christians just laugh and possess our souls in pa- 
tience when some Saul and his Abner come up the 
wadies to put the church out of business and turn our 
‘‘taxless and unprofitable palaces” into ‘: useful fac- 
tories and moving picture theaters." Yes, 1 guess 
so (Psa. 59:8; 2: 4). (5) 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
partment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
lesson illustration used, and two dollars for the best 

illustration each week. Manuscripts are to reach the Times 
three months in advance of the lesson date. A circular ex- 


.. plaining the acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 


calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


Forgiveness.— Love your enemies, do good to them 
that hate you (Golden Text). There are many de- 
finitions of forgiveness, but a very good illustration 
of it was given by a little boy who, on being asked 
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what forgiveness of-injuries was, gave the answer: 
‘*It is the scent that flowers give when they are tram- 
pled on!"—From the Sunday at Home. Sent by /. 
A. Clark, Greetland, Halifax, Eng. The prize for 
this week is awarded to this illustration. (1) 

A Japanese Reason.—Love your enemies, do good 
to them that hate you (Golden Text). In one of the 
naval battles in the war between Japan and Russia, 
a Japanese naval officer leaped from the deck of his 
ship into the sea, and at the peril of his life attempted 
to rescue two Russian officers who were drowning. 
The Japanese attempted the make him relinquish his 
attempt, but he answered, ‘tI go down with them, or 
they come up with me.” So all three were saved. 
‘‘Why did you dothis?” the Japanese officer was 
asked. ‘‘I am aChristian,” he answered.—From the 
Chautauguan Daily. Sent by W. /. Hart, D.D., 
Dolgeville, N. Y. (2) . 

Good Manners.—Do good to them that hate you 
(Golden Text). It is told of a sage that one day, 
after the fashion of the schools, he was questioned, 
‘*Master, what is the test of good. manners?” 
Whereto he answered, ‘‘It is being able to put u 
pleasantly with bad ones."—From the Free po - 


man, Sent by J. A. Clark, Greetland, Halifax, 
Eng. (3) 
More than Forgiveness.—Leve your enemies, do 


good to them that hate you*(Golden Text), A man 
was severely attacked by another, who thought to 
kill him. ‘The face of the injured man was badly 
scarred for the rest of his life. He cherished no en- 
mity, however, against the person who made the 
attack, and later sought to have him pardoned. Then 
he asked the Dane san of taking the pardon down to 
Joliet himself. But the criminal, as he took the par- 
don in his hands, said, ‘‘ I want something more than 
ardon, sir; I want friendship.” ‘‘What kind of 
riendship do you want?” asked the other. The 
risoner replied, ‘‘I can do without anybody else's 
riendship but that of the man I injured.” ‘he man 
with the scars on his face, which he bore for life, 
made the pardoned prisoner happy by assuring him 
both of forgiveness and friendship. And that is ex- 
actly what our wounded Christ offers to us.—Con- 
densed from asermon by Dr. F..W. Gunsaulus., 
Sent by W. ]. Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. (4) 

After the Massacre.—Love your enemies, do good 
to them that hate you (Golden Text). It is said that 
after the frightful massacre of Christian Armenians 
in 1g01 ‘‘an Armenian woman, who had seen her 
father, uncles, husband, and son murdered by the 
Turks, was visiting Moslem homes’ with an open 
Bible, preaching forgiveness and the life of Christ, 
within a week of the murders.”—From *‘What Next 
in Turkey?” by David Brewer Eddy. Sent by 
E. H. Brown, Benzonia, Mich. (5) 

Defeating Himself.— Ad David said to Abishai, 
Destroy him not; for whe can P re Sorth his hand 
against Jehovah's anointed, and be guiltless (v. 9). 
Our business in life is not to get ahead of other peo- 
ple, but to get ahead of ourselves.—From Maltbie 
D. Babcock. Sent by Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, 
N. Y. (6) 
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Oriental Lesson Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews. 


O SEEK David in the wilderness of Ziph (v. 2). 
The whole wilderness of Judah is a waterless, 
treeless region, without house or village, con- 

sisting of bare, conical hills, so closely packed to- 
gether as to resemble in the distance a plateau of 
ant-heaps. They give the impression that not a sin- 
gle hill more could be inserted anywhere among 
them! Ina similar region of hills and gorges of the 
Lebanon a famous outlaw, the Druze Emir Fakhr-ed- 
Din (mentioned in Disraeli’s Tancred), was able for a 
considerable time to elude the Turkish troops sent to 
kill or capture him. By the help of spies he was at 
last seized in a cave at the back of a waterfall. (1) 

He saw tha’ Saul came after him (vy. 3). One of 
David's advantages was the clear atmosphere of Pal- 
estine. Saul’s army could be seen a long way off. 
Another advantage was the knowledge of the goat- 
paths often skirting the edge of precipices where men 
could only pass in single file. (2) 

Saul lay within the place of the wagons (v. 5). 
That is, the barricade, consisting of pack-saddles, 
supplies of food and water for the men and their 
baggage mules, camels, and asses. Around the 
circle of animals, equipage, and commissariat the 
soldiers encamped for protection, and within it was 
the safest place for the king and his chief of staff, 
Abner. David would know where the king must be, 
but the difficulty was to reach such a central and 
guarded spot. (3) 

Who can put forth his hand against Jehovah's 
anointed? (v. 9.) The throne sentiment in the East 
is that the king is divinely appointed, and is respon- 
sible only or chiefly to Him who appointed him, and 
who should not be interfered with in the employment 
of his servant as long as he requires him. (4) 
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David took the spear and-the cruse of water (v. 
12). Orientals seldom lie down to sleep without an 
earthenware pitcher of water within easy reach at 
the bed-side. 

David cried tothe people, and to Abner the son of 
Ner (v. 14). In such ealling across valleys muleteers 
and peasants put the hands round the mouth to con- 
centrate the sound, and shout with a prolonging of 
the last word. One sometimes hears the echo thrown 
back from the cliffs on the opposite side of the valley. 

As when one doth hunt a partridge in the moun- 
tains (v. 20). As being something laborious and 
useless. The partridge flies out of bow-shot to the 
other side of the valley, and when the hunter has 
worked his way down to the bottom over rocks and 
thorn-bushes, and climbs up on the — slope, 
the bird lightly returns to where it was before. (§) 


ALEXANprtA, Ecyrrt. E 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


HE wild, open country, where David and his fol- 
lowers were pursued by the king, is still a lone- 
some land, full of picturesque ravines and 

caverns. Notice where our map sets the number 19 











among the hills northwest of the Dead Sea, We will 
stand there, in a little rock-walled valley, to inspect 
some wandering Bedouin folk and theirtent. It is 
practically just such a tent as Saul’s men ysed to 
pitch when they were out in the Judean wilderness. 

The tent-cover was made by sewing together long 
strips of homespun, hand-weven cloth; the yarn is a 
compound of goats’ and camels’ hair, and is very 
dark in color—almost black. Rough poles support 
the tent-cloth, and heavy stones hold its lower edges 
fast to the ground. The Arabs we find here are sin- 
ewy, sharp-eyed fellows, dressed in rough homespun 
clothes, primitive in fashion as those that Saul's fol. 
lowers wore. But Saul’s men had no guns; they de- 
pended on staves, spears, and swords. ’ t 

The hillsides that we see beyond the tent are 
barren. In such a district no food is to be found. 
Supplies must be brought along by travelers, or else 
bought or stolen from the nearer villages. David's 
men were paid in food for their services as guards 
against pagan robbers (1 Sam. 25 : 5-8). Saul’s com- 

any may have demanded formal tribute of supplies 
in the king’s name. 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘‘A Bedouin camp in 
the wilderness where Saul pursued David.” 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson of the week. ‘The use of the 
stereographs will be found a most practical help in making 
the lesson places vea/. Forty-five places are being visited 
during 1915. ‘The forty-five stereographs cost $7.50, and if all 
are ordered at one time a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case 
is given free. Ten places will be described with the lessons 
of this second quarter; cost, $1.67. The five for May 
alone cost 84 cents. Less than five in one order are 20 cents 
each). Stereoscopes, go cents each. Postage or express is 
prepaid on orders for either sresongeepee or stereoscopes. 
Address The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Stree+, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


From the Platform 
By B. W. Spilman, D.D. 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord God, our Heavenly 
Father, teach us to attend to our own business and to the busi- 
ness which thou hast for us to do. Forbid that we should be 
busybodies, meddling with the affairs of other people. ‘Teach 
us the right, and help us to dare to do it. Keep our evil 
passions from gaining control of us.; We are thy people, and 
would be like thee. ‘Teach us to love our enemies, and thus 
help to make them friends. Teach us so to control the evil 
within that those who know us best shall think of Jesus first 
when they think of us. This we ask in the name of Jesus. Amen: 


N THE long ago there was a fice which lived in 
the South (whichis a matter of course or he would 
not have been called a fice), which caused more 

trouble in the way of dog-fights among larger dogs 
than a dozen policemen could stop. He was always 























LESSON FOR MAY 16 (: Sam. 26) 


meddling with other dogs. _ His liar 
delight was to start a dog-fight, and slip away 
and see it grow in volume and ferocity. He 
should have been named Ziphite. e had 
to butt in and make trouble. Some people 
are born with that kind of disposition. So 
far as the record goes nobody has ever been 
seriously hurt by attending strictly to his own 
business, 

David had a lot of sense. In nothing is it 
shown more clearly than in his repeated 

to have God take care of his enemies. 
de is a wise man who knows when not to 
strike, Sometimes it requires. more bravery 
not to strike back than it does to strike. 
Saul had attempted to kill David. He had 
the woods scoured over for him, and men 
were charged to kill him on sight. David 
had a first-class chance to take things in his 
own hands and end all of Saul’s opposition 
to him. But David was willing to leave it 
with God. He knew that the Judge of all 
the earth would do right. He was willing 
to abide his time. It was coming, and it 
must not be forced. 

Most of us are a restless crowd, If the 
kingdom is coming our way we want it to- 
day, or certainly by to-morrow just after break- 
fast, We cannot wait. It takes God a goud 
long time to grow aman, It requires some 
first-class goodness to put the bridle on and 
hold the even tenor of our way until God’s 
time ‘arrives. But it pays to do it. Any 
brute can fight; God’s man dares to control 














himself. 
AVID PARE 
Dar ED TO AUL 
Kinston, N. C, 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 
** God is love ¢ his mercy brightens.” 


** In the hour of trial.’ 
**O Master, let me walk with thee.” 
** So let our lips and lives express.” 
** There's a wideness in God's mercy.” 
** ‘Frue-hearted, whole-hearted.” 
‘* Walk in the light ; so shalt thou know.”’ 
** Who is on the Lord's side?” 
eferences in theses are to the metrical Psalm 
a Pook * Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 89 : 1-4; 19-29 (179: 1, 2, 6). 
Psalm 11 : 1-7 (17:1, 2, 5, 7)- 
Psalm 37: 1-15 (78:1, 5, 7, 8) 
Psalm 146: 1-10 (316 : 1-3, 7). 
Psalm 119: 41-48 (246: 1, 2, 5). 





Department Helps 











The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING,—It is God’s way to 
do good to our enemies, 

Read carefully chapters 21-26, that 
you: may weave into your story Saul’s con- 
tinuous pursuit after David, and emphasize 
the two occasions when David spared Saul’s 
life. 

Review.—David and Jonathan were true 
friends, not only when they were together, 
but when they were separated, ‘A friend 
loveth at all times.’? Let the children tell 
about their meeting in the field, the signals 
with the arrows, and their promise to be 
friends always, and never to injure any one 
belonging to each other’s family. It was 
easy to love a friend like Jonathan; it was 
not so easy to love an enemy like Saul. 

Intervening Events—After separating from 
Jonuthan, David was sure that he ought to 
go farther away, because King Saul was 
angry and meant to kill him. -What a hard 
time David had! He gathered a few young 
men as his companions. After traveling a 
long way they were hungry, and they had no 
food. David visited the priest and asked 
him for some bread from the Lord’s table, 
which was changed every week in the house 
of worship. The priest gave him bread, and 
because David had no sword, he let him 
carry the sword of Goliath, which David had 
taken when he fought the giant. (1) 

They traveled farther to a good-sized city, 
but somebody knew David and told who he 
was, so David knew he had better leave. 
He acted like a crazy man, so that they would 
surely let him go. The mountains and caves 
seemed safer, so he went there. His own 
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brothers and his father, also four hundred 
men, joined him, and he became their cap- 
tain, 

David took his parents to another country 
for safety, then he returned and joined his 
men. Before long, King Saul started to find 
David, but David had gone to fight some 
Philistines, and after his ‘victory he went to 
the woods in the yer wan 4 was there 
that Prince Jonathan found him, and they 
had their last visit together. After making 
new promises, Jonathan went away. 

All this time King Saul had been hunting 
for David. One day a man told him that 
David was in the woods. When Saul got 
there David and his men were gone, but 
Saul followed, until he and his men were on 
one side of a mountain, while David and his 
men were on the other side. Saul felt pretty 
sure of getting David, but just then a mes- 
senger brought word that an army was com- 
ing to Saul’s country, so he had to hurry 
back. By the time Saul returned, David 
and his men had moved to the high rocks 
where the wild goats lived. They chose a 
big cave for their hiding-place. One day 
Saul entered that same cave. David’s men 
wanted to kill him, but David remembered 


his promise to Jonathan—never to harm any, 


of his family. Besides, Saul was the king. 
Yet David went so close in the dark cave 
that he cut off a piece of Saul’s robe. After 
Saul left the cave, David followed and 
called, My lord, the king ! 

Saul was surprised to hear David’s voice, 
When he turned, David showed him the 

iece of his robe and said, My hand shall not 

upon the king. Saul felt ashamed and 
promised not to trouble David any more, 
Yet he knew that David would surely be 
king some day. 

When Saul had gone home, David and his 
men went still farther away. They were 
hungry and asked a rich sheep-owner for 
food, but he refused. A good woman heard 
about them and sent loaves of bread, sheep, 
parched grain, raisins, figs, and wine,— 
enough for all. David blessed her and she 
afterward became his wife. (2) 

This Week's Lesson Story.—King Saul 
broke his promise and took three thousand 
men to hunt David near the desert. David 
heard that he was coming, so was watching 
for him. He saw where Saul and his sol- 
diers made their camp. Saul and his chief 
captain slept within a barricade of wagons 
with other soldiers round about, At night, 
David and a brave soldier went down to 
Saul’s camp. How softly they stepped, 
without waking anybody, until near enough 
to see Saul asleep! David’s sol:lier wanted 
to kill him, but David said, No,—but he 
took Saul’s spear and cruse of water from 
beside him. Then they went away as softly 
as they came. (3) 

When they reached the high hills again, 
David called aloud (vs. 14-16). Saul woke 
and knew David’s voice, When he saw his 
spear in David’s hand he knew that he had 
spared his*life a second time. He said, I 
have sinned. I will no more do thee harm. 
David said, Send somebody for your spear, 
I have proved that I would not put forth my 
hand against Jehovah’s anointed, Saul said, 
Blessed be thou, my son David. Again Saul 
went home and David went his way. 

Surely David had proved that he could 
love his enemy and do good to the king who 
hated him. Perllaps he thought that night 
of his: Shepherd Psalm, where he says, 
‘*Thou preparest a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies.’’ 

Hand-work.—Draw the spear and water- 
bottle which David took to prove that he 
could love and spare his enemy. 


CHICAGO, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


& ELL, I don’t care, it was a mean, 
contemptible trick Ethel played 
me, Just wait until I get a good 

chance, 1’ll get even with her.’’ ut didn’t 

Ethel harm herself, by lying, far more than 

she wronged Virginia? After all, no matter 

what Ethel said of Virginia, her lying didn’t 
make it true. It only stained Ethel’s own 
heart and character. - Will Virginia bring 
herself down to the same level by trying to 

get even? (1) 

The Test.—Perhaps no one ever had a 
better chance to ** get even”? than David 
had with Saul, and doubtless there have 
been but few in all the world who might feel 





80 pales in taking revenge as did David. 
Why ? 


Might not David have thought : ‘* Here 
he lies, the wicked king! How shamefully 
he has treated me. I’ve never harmed him, 
but only shown him kindness. He has not 
only wronged me, but dear old father and 
mother have been forced to flee for safety to 
Moab, The kingdom is poorly governed, 
and the Philistines are constantly ravaging 
our land, Think of the eighty-five priests 
and scores of other innocent persons whom 
he has murdered in cold blood, Beside, we 
are in warfare, It can’t be wrong to kill an 
enemy in war, God has anointed me to be 
king over this le. Is not Saul only 
frustrating God’s plans? Does not God 
want me to help bring his plans about? I 
never can be king, nor enjoy peace, my 
home, or my country until this man is dead. 
Are not these my rights? But I need not 
commit the deed, Why not let Abishai slay 
him as he offers to do, then I-can say I did 
not kill him. It’s a dark night. All are 
sleeping soundly, We shall never be discov- 
ered,’’ (2) 

The Triumph.—But other thoughts came 
to David. ‘Thou shalt not kill”? must 
have flashed into his mind, God had said, 
** Vengeance is mine, I will repay.” Saul 
is one of my own kinsmen and people. 
While he is an enemy of mine I will prove to 
him that I am not his enemy. By slaying 
Saul I might gain outward peace, but woul 
I have peace within? To be haunted by an 
evil conscience would be worse than to be 
hunted by Saul. While others might not 
see me commit the deed God would know 
about it. Wicked as Saul is, yet he is one 
of God’s own chosen ones. God has 
anointed him for a big work. When God is 
ready to set him aside God will devise a way 
of taking him. When God is ready for me 
to be king he will bring it about in his own 
way. (3) 

When one has wronged you, isn’t the best 
way to prove to her how small she is by re- 
vealing to her how big you are? When 
some one has done you a wrong, seek the 
earliest opportunity for doing her a kindness, 
and see if her heart will not be melted. 
A huge block of ice may be crushed, but 
each portion will still be ice. Let the warm 
sun rays shine upon it, and see how quickly 
it will melt. (4) 

How did David prove to Saul that he had 
been near and might have taken his life? 
Was it stealing to take Saul’s spear and 
water? (v. 12.) What conviction came to 
Saul when he discovered David had spared 
him? Are there not many like Saul? They 
realize God’s love and mercy toward them. 
They see their own worthlessness and admit 
**T have sinned. I have played the fool.’ 
But they stop just there, not willing to for- 
sake their sins, There is no merit in con- 
fessing sin if one goes right on sinning 
(Prov. 28: 13). Would that Saul had been 
genuinely sincere and that he had humbly 
sought God’s forgiveness (2 Chron. 7 : 14). 
Probably never again was Saul so deeply 
touched, (5) 


Lllustration.—This incident is told in the 
life of a slave of Central Africa. Ile had 
endeared himself to his master because of his 
faithfulness, and on this occasion had gone 
with him to help select slaves he was about 
to 7 An old, decrepit man was offered 
for sale, The slave urged his master to buy 
him, pleading so earnestly that finally he 
consented. The slave took the old man 
home, into his own cabin, and to his own 
bed, fed him at his table, and gave him 
drink out cf his own cup. The master, as- 
tonished at the attention paid the old man 
by the slave, asked, ‘‘Is he your father?’’ 
‘*No,”? ** Then an older brother?’’ ‘+ No.’* 
** But some relative or friend???’ ‘**No, he 
is none of my kindred. He is not my 
friend.’? ‘*Then why all this care and at- 
tention?’’ ‘*O master, he is my old enemy, 
He it was that sold me into slavery, and my 
Master, Jesus Christ, tells me to love my 
enemy, to feed him when he is hungry, and 
to give him drink when he is thirsty.’’ 6) 

But you say, ‘‘I just can’t love my enemy 
or do good to them that hate me, as David 
and this old slave did.”” Would you know 
the secret? Christ the Son of God, equal in 
power and might with him, to reveal God’s 
love to man left his home on high, humbled 
himself, came and dwelt among men. He 
healed the sick. He comforted the sad. 
He relieved the distressed. He raised the 
dead. His life was constantly loving, 
thoughtful, kind, and tender. In return 
they misunderstood him. They found fault 
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with him, They brought false witness 
against him, ‘They mocked and jeered him, 
finally subjecting him to the most cruel and 
despised of deaths, crucifixion, Yet as he 
hung upon the cross, suffering the keenest 
pain and torture, he cried out to God, 
‘* Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do,’’ 

Would you know how to live the ae 
life? Let Christ live in your life. e in 
you will forgive your enemy and do good to 
these that hate you. (6) 


Next Week’s Lesson 


1. How did Saul and Jonathan meet 
death? (1 Sam, 31.) 

2. What reasons are given for Saul’s death 
in 1 Chronicles 10 : 13, 14? 

3. Why was Saul’s life a failure ? 

4. Name some secrets of David's success, 

5. What three reasons did the Israelites 
give for asking David to be their king? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View mK 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


“e UPPOSE you had a teacher in school 
who treated you as mean as she 
could,’? began Mr, Mason, *‘ what 

could you do to stop it?” 

**I could stir up such a ruction every day 
that she’d be glad to get out if the Board 
didn’t fire her first fora filure,” volunteered 
Bulldog Jones, 

** Perhaps if I did little Ging to help her, 
and showed her I meant to be her friend, 
she’d quit treating me bad,” said little Carl 
Gray. 

‘¢ Well, David had to decide which way he 
would treat Saul,’’? explained Mr. Mason, 
* for Saul had become his deadly enemy.’’ 

Fatty’s home question brought out how 
Saul and his army chased David from one 
place to another till he had no rest nor safety. 
Saul even gave David’s wife to another man, 
and killed the priests at the tabernacle who 
gave David some bread when he begged for it. 

Bumps told the story in this lesson ; how 
Saul and his army all went so sound asleep 
one night that David and another man stole 
into their camp and could have killed Saul. 
But David wouldn’t do it. 

The geography part belonged to Bulldog. 
He pointed out on our wall map several 
places where David tried to hide from Saul, 
and then the wilderness of Ziph and the hill 
of Hachilah, where Saul’s camp was when 
this happened, 

Teacher passed around the picture and 
stereoscopel just here. It was the photo- 
graph of a rocky gully in that very same wil- 
derness, with some natives camping there. 
Teacher said it was some such a place, near 
this one, where David spared Saul, and prob- 
ably the men in both armies looked about 
like these fellows in the picture. ; 

Next came a debate. Fred and Bert re- 
presented Abishai and David, and argued 
with each other whether Saul should be killed 
or spared. Teacher had helped them at our 
Friday night class meeting to think up a lot 
that David and Abishai might have said to 
each other. (1) . 

‘*God has delivered your enemy into your 
hand this day,’’ began Fred. ‘Now there- 
fore let me smite him with the spear. Just 
once will be enough.’’ 

**Destroy him not,’’ replied Bert, ‘for 
who can stretch forth his hand against the 
Lord’s anointed and be guiltless?’ 

** But Saui has broken up your home and 
made you run for your life,”” argued Abishai. 
** Now’s your chance to get even.’’ 

** The poor fellow is almost out of his head,’’ 
answered David, ‘* and hardly responsible for 
what he does.” 

‘* Well, he is here to kill you, and for you 
to kill him first is only self-defense,” sug- 
gested Abishai. 

**God has preserved me from his hand so 
far, and I will still trust him,’? was David’s 
reply. 

‘** You spared him once, there in the cave,’’ 
ventures Abishai, ** and it did no good,"’ 

** Yes,’”? agreed David, ‘¢1 have never done 
him any harm, and I am always going to keep 
free from guilt toward him.’’ 

**But he really has no right to be king,’’ 
argued Abishai, ‘* for God has rejected him,’’ 

** He is still God’s anointed, however un- 
worthy,’’ was David’s answer. 

‘*To kill this one man will end the war 
and save the lives of many that may otherwise 
be killed,’’ is Abishai’s next word. 
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**For me to kill Saul would only divide 
the kingdom more than ever,’’ rejoins David, 

*¢ This chance is plainly.God’s: way of get- 
ting rid of an unfit king, and putting you on 
the throne according to his promise,’’ says 
Abishai. 

**No,”’ answers David, ‘‘the Lord shall 
smite him, or his time shal! ccze to die, or 
he shall be killed in battle, but God forbid 
that I should stretch forth my hand against 
the Lord’s anointed.’’ 

**You need not have anything to do with 
it,’’ urges Abishai, ‘just look the other way 
and I will take all the responsibility.’’ 

**Tf I allowed it I should stil! be guilty,’’ 
David declares. ‘*‘l'o try to shift the blame 
would be cowardly. Saul shall not die. 
Only take his spear and canteen and let us 

0." 
Afier the debate we all voted whether 
David was right, or Abishai, and we all de- 
cided for David, (2) 

Carl’s home question was whether Jesus, 
in David’s place, would have killed Saul or 
spared him, and of course that was easy, be- 
cause Jesus prayed for the ones that were 
crucifying him. ‘Teacher said David had the 
real spirit of Jesus, if he cid iive a thousand 
years before Christ was born. 

He drew a line down the middle of our 
blackboard. At the top of one side he wrote, 
**The Kingdom of Satan’’; at the top of the 
other side, ‘*The Kingdom of God.’”’ He 
drew a bow with an arrow across it on each 
sile, On Satan’s side he marked the bow 
‘* Hate,’’ and the arrow “ Revenge.’’ On 
God's side the bow was ‘* Love,’’ and the ar- 
row **Kindness,’? Under the first he wrote 
*¢ Losing Weapons.’’ The viner was ‘* Win- 
ning Weapons.’’ Under it all he copied the 
Golden ‘ext as we repeated it to him: ‘* Love 
your enemies, «lo good*.o them that hate you.”’ 


The home study slips for next lesson are : 

Tell how Saul and his sons died? 

What became of Saul’s body ? 

How did David hear of Saul’s death ? 

Where is Hebron ? | 

What was David first made king of? 

low long before David was made king of 
all Israel ? 

What spirit did David show. toward the 
bloody deeds between his two. crownings ? 


An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 
Truth. 
Revenge is ignoble, forgiveness Christlike. 
Beginning. 
‘lwo ways of treating an unkind teacher. 
David had to decide which way to treat 
Saul. 
Revenge vs. Forgiveness 
How did Saul treat David after last lesson? 
What chance came to David in this lesson ? 
Was. this his first chance to kill Saul? 
Where did this event take place? (map, pic- 
ture. ) 
What arguments might Abishai and David 
have used ? (debate prepared by two boys. ) 
Was David right, or Abishai? 
Would Jesus have killed Saul or spared him? 
Blackboard, Golden ‘Vext. 
TERRE Haute, INb. 





For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 








NE of the greatest comforts that comes 
to us all is the inner consciousness 
that we are doing that which we 

ought todo. Many a man is influenced far 
more by himself than he realizes, and the 
real state of his mind is frequently depend- 
ent upon the consciousness that he is doing 








or failing in doing that which he really ought 
to do. To start the day aright himself 
means much in influencing him aright | 
throughout the day, and to start the day 

aright in the home means much to the entire 

family. ‘The children are influenced by the 

strength of his own vital religion, and if he, 

in a few earnest words, dedicates the home | 
and the day to God in the morning, before | 
the active work of the day is entered upon, 
it means much to him and to that entire 
home, The start which one makes in the 
morning influences the entire day, and if the 
home is started aright, the children as well 
as the parents feel the influence of it through- 
out the day. When we negiect other things 
we note the difference at once; I wonder if 
we are careful enough to realize the differ- | 
ence which the omission of family prayers | 
and daily worship means in the home and in | 
our lives. If we have erred in neglecting it 
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or making it irregular, why not start at once 
with the regular and consistent following of 
this custom? The very fact that it has been 
irregular will make it more helpful and in- 
spiring if it is now begun with regularity and 
promptness. God honors those who correct 
ee errors by doing at once that which should 
one, 


May 10 to 16 


Mon.—1 Sam. 26: 5-16, David Spares Saul. 

If there had been hatred and bitterness in 
the heart of David, and envy and jealousy, he 
would not have spared his enemy when he 
was so close at hand, and when such strange 
opportunity was given for revenge. The 
evil of life is not in the hatred of others for 
us, but in our hatred toward others. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray fora gentle, 
quiel spirit,—a spirit of self-control and 
composure, a spirit of poise and power, a 
oq of calmness and deliberate Judgment. 

ray for wisdom and common-sense, that 
we may do what we should do as God would 
have us, 


Tues.— 1 Sam. 26: 17-25. 
The Power of 


Little do we dream how a deed of kindress 
may result, It always results in great benefit 
to the one who does the deed, even greater 
benefit than to the one who receives the 
kindness. Kind deeds come back in clistant 
as well as near blessings. 


Prayer SuGcestions : Pray for the chil- 
dren who are growing up so rapid/y, and 
who so soon will assume the responsibilities 
of manhood and womanhood. Pray that 
the fundamental principles of their charac- 
ter may be right; that they may be grounded 
in truth, honesty, obedience, and thought. 
fulness. Pray that those who instruct the 
young may be fitted to teach wisely. 


Wed.—1 Sam. 24: 1-8. Good for Evil. 

One never returns evil for evil without 
having the consciousness within that wrong 
has been done, One never returns good for 
evil without a corresponding blessing. Such 
lessons as we learn in the words of the morn- 
ing cannot be overlooked by the thoughtful 
child of God. ‘* Overcome evil with good.’’ 





PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for those who 
are. Sadly limited in the expenditure of 
means and the growth of work through this 
terrible war which is being waged. Pray 
that those who are able may make special 
effort to assist those who are in places of | 
limitation and want; and pray earnestly | 
that our missionaries may not be discouraged, 


Thurs.—1 Sam. 24: 9-22. Appeal for Fairness. | 

A fair deed commends itself, even to one 
who is an enemy, and to one whose heart is | 
unjust and prejudiced ; but no one can make 
the appeal for fairness who has taken un- 
fair advantage of another. David’s appeal 
was ‘strong because David had conquered 
himself, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for those who 
are overcome by great temptations, and have 
wielded frequentiy to them, Pray that they 
may not be discouraged, but may make new 
effort to overcome; and pray that we who 
name the name of Christ may be as patient 
with them as Christ has been with us, for 
patience ts an exceedingly great virtue, 
Fri.— Matt. 5 : 38-48. 

The Law of the Kingdom. | 

What wonderful words these are of Christ’s, | 
and what a wonderful law it is. ‘* Resist | 
not him that is evil.’”? ‘*Give to him that | 
asketh thee.’”?’ The world does not know | 
such laws as these, but they are the laws of | 
Christ’s kingdom. Let us follow them. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Prav for those who | 
are compelled to receive gifts rather than to | 
make them, Pray thata sense of delicacy | 
and thoughtfulness may always accompany | 
the gifts which go to the poor and the needy ; | 
that sensitive natures may not be troubled | 
and over-wrought, and that those who re- | 
ceive gifts may know the true spirit of love of | 
those who give them. 





| Sat.—Matt. 18: 21-35. Duty toward Offenders. | 


There is no one great gift of Christ which 
surpasses that of forgiveness, and it is the | 
duty of Christians to forgive. We cannot | 
show the love of Christ more effectively than | 
by forgiving those who are not worthy of 
forgiveness. It matters not if sometimes we 
are fooled’; surely we have taken advantage | 
of our Master’s love more than once. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray individually | 
Jor the friends who are nearest to vour home | 
and heart. Pray for them-by name. Let 


| knocked off his hat, 


the children know that friendship means 
consistency in thoughtfulness and prayer. 
Draw loved ones ae are far away near to 
your home through the bond and method of 
prayer, ; 
Sun.—1 Pet. 3: 8-17. Christian Forbearance. 
What a wonderful writer Peter was. When 
we consider how self-willed and impetuous 
he was, we wonder at these gracious expres- 
sions and at his noble advice, It is well to 
consider earnestly what he says here as to 
controlling the tongue, and what he says 
about turning from evil that we may do good. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for your pas- 
tor to-day at family worship; pray for the 
officers of the church and Sunday-school; for 
thosewho are interested in the young people's 
work, Pray individually for the Sunday- 
school teachers of your children, Pray that 
some thoughtful deed or kindly word may 
resultin your life from the church services 


to-day, that others may be drawn nearer to 
Christ. 





[ Children at Home 





Bob’s “‘ Wait a Minute” 
By Frances A. Goodridge 


*¢ TN A minute, muddy dear, 
more spin.’’ 
Bob was kneeling on the ground 
near the open window, all unmindful of the 
eep-holes the plump knees were forcing in 
is stockings. 

The red, white and blue stripes on the 
surface of the flat top kept winding them- 
selves in and out of the center in such a fas- 
cinating way that he never tired of looking 
at them. 

In a far-away corner of his curly head he 
was wondering why it was that big folks al- 
ways called when a boy was having the most 
fun. 

Another vigorous spin and his eyes danced 
with delight, but he kept one ear open for a 
second call. ‘ He was suré it would come ; 
it always did, 

His mother’s first call was to Bob as the 


Just one 


| ringing of the first bell at school—only a 


warning that a second was to follow shortly. 

He became so absorbed that he dropped 
himself to the ground, resting his head in his 
hand, and was soon lost in wonder at the 
way the stripes in the ‘* Tireless Spinner’’ 
kept chasing each other over the edge as 


| the top slackened jts speed and began to 


wobble, 

He was so still that a linnet hopped down 
from a treetop to see what was going on, 
but Bob paid no attention to the cheep, 
cheep at his side. 

Presently, kerflop came the evening paper 
against the house, It bounded back and 
Not until he heard the 
chuckle of the newsboy as he passed on up 
the street did he understand what had hap- 
pened. He looked around startled. Moth- 
er was still seated at the window, but the 
sewing had dropped into her ~~ Perhaps 
she had forgotten about calling 
he had forgotten about going in when she 
had asked him to. 

Something about mother’s face told him 
that she was not happy. He hesitated for 
just a moment, as he looked at his top, then 
tiptoed to his room to make himself clean 
for supper,—clean even to ear-corners and 
fingernails. This gave him a more comfort- 
able feeling. Then he decided to hurry 
downstairs and help set the table. 

He found his mother still by the window, 
She had not stirred since he last looked at 
her. At the sound of his footsteps she 
glanced up and cheerily suggested that there 
might be time for a story before supper. 

Bob’s big blue eyes looked his surprise. 
Yes, she had forgotten about wanting him. 
His face glowed with pleasure. Mother 
told such lovely stories, and they were 
usually his reward for being good. 

There was a vacant chair near by, but Bob 
didn’t see it. He cuddled on his mother’s 
lap as a boy of eight knows how to do when 
no one is looking. Mother’s arms about 
him gave a cozy feeling. He purred his 
satisfaction and patted her cheek lovingly, 
resolving in his tender little heart that any 
mother who would act this way when a boy 
hadn’t been very quick to obey deserved 
better treatment, and she was going to have 
it too, 


im, just as | 
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**Once upon a time,’’ she began in a low, 
musical voice as she returned his pat, ‘‘ be- 
fore our little boy had come’ to us—— 

**Oh, yes, I know!’’ Bob interrupted 
excitedly, ‘that’s what I like. When you 
went with father to Africa on the hunting 
trip. Whew ! but I wish I'd come in time 
for that! May I go with you next time?’’ 

**Very likely,—if ever we go again.’ 
She squeezed him close to her and started 
over. 

**One morning your father and I and the 
men we had with us had been tramping for 
hours. Sometimes over foot-paths, but more 
often through tangles and jungles which made 
our travel slow. We had not seen a fero- 
cious animal for over an hour,—’’ 

** No lions?’’ Bob’s voice had in it a note 
of disappointment. 

‘*Not this time, though father had shot 
one earlier in the day. ‘Toward noon we 
halted in a quiet spot. I remember how 
tired I was when I drop on. a log and 
took off my hat to rest. was very hungry 
and looked back to see if our men were fol- 
lowing with the lunch baskets, I discovered 
that r Be had stopped a few feet back and 
were standing motionless with scared looks 
on their faces. Everything was so quiet 
that I could hear my heart beat. Suddenly 
your father snapped his fingers and looked 
steadily at me. I understood the signal. It 
meant danger and to mind quickly. I 
dropped to the ground without a question, 
and without a moment’s delay. I was 
trembling like a aspen leaf, for I had caught 
a glimpse of a monstrous serpent a few feet 
away with half his length poised in air ready 
to strike at me with his deadly fangs. 

** I shall never forget how frightened I was, 
but before I had caught my breath I heard 
the bang of your father’s gun, and after that 
a second shot, right aver my head.’’ 

**But he didn’t shoot you, did he?’’ 
Bob clutched his mother’s arm in his .eager- 
ness to make sure that she was there and 
unharmed. 

‘*No, dear, but he saved my life, for I 
dropped so quickly when I heard his fingers 
snap that I was out of the way of the shot 
that had to come instantly to do any. good.’’ 

Bob drew a deep breath. His face flushed. 
For a moment he hung his head, . ‘Then, 
with sudden resolution he looked straight 
into his mother’s eyes and gave her an extra 
hug. ‘‘ My, but‘I’m glad father trained you 
to act quickly when you were snapped at, 
or where would my muddy be to-day? 
Guess I'll ask father to train me.’’ 
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Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


216. What quail-hunt lasted two days and a 
night, but ended disastrously to the 
hunters, although they found a covey 
sixty-six miles broad and each one se- 

_cured about seventy-five bushels’ of 
game? 

217. What men compared themselves to 
grasshoppers ? 


218. What was not to be told in Gath ? 

219. Who lost his life for asking to marry 
his stepmother ? 

220. Who hid himself under a lot of house- 


hold stuff in order not to be proclaimed 
king ? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


211° This curse was laid on Joab by David 
because of his assassination of Abner 
(2 Sam. 3 : 28, 29). 

212. Hiram king of Tyre, and Hiram chief 
architect of the temple (1 Kings 7 : 
13, 14). : 

213. The people of Jabesh-gilead when they 
were besieged by Nahash the Ammon- 
ite (1 Sam. 11 : I, 2), 

214. Nehemiah, when he was rebuilding 
Jerusalem (Neh. 6 : 1-4). 

215. Jeremiah (Lam. 3 : 63). 
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** How to Speak Without Notes” isa clear, 
brief, practical adaress by Robert E. Speer, 
one of the strongest, most expsrienceu public 
speakers of our time. It may be had for 20 
cents, postpard, from The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Phiia: 




















LESSON FOR MAY 16 (1 Sam. 26) 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, May 16, 1915 


Why I Believe in Christian Endeavor. 
(2 Tim. 1: 1-14. Union meeting 
with the Juniors.) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—Its covenant (Heb. 8 : 8-13). 
TuES.—Its Christ-ideal (2 Cor. 5 : 14-21). 
WED.—Its apontiony | Psa. 119 : 33-40). 
THURS.—Its prayer (Eph, 1 : 15-23). 
FRI.—Its worship (Heb. 10 : 25). 
SatT.—Its fellowship (Eph. 4 : 1-6). 











Christian Endeavor principles—what are 
they? 


‘The church’s need of a training-school. 


What are some things Christian Endeavor 
has done? 


HE young people of every Christian con- 
gregation ought to have a real religious 
life of their own, not divided from the 

church, and not jealously separated from the 
counsel and advice of the older -Christians, 
but nevertheless belonging to the young 
people and adapted to their own needs and 
‘to the development of their Christian faith 
and character and service. The Sunday- 
school, of course, meets some of their needs 
' and is the place where they ought regularly 
and systematically to study the Bible, but it 
is not the place where all their needs can be 
met. ' They ought to have in addition, in 
such organizations of their own as are suit- 
able, a school of devotion and prayer and 
work and fellowship. 
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And the closer the ties between these 
organizations of; the young: people in each 
congregation’ with similar'organizations jn 
» other congregations and in other denomina- 
‘tions the better. Denominational loyalty is 
a good thing, but it is truly Christian only 
when it reaches beyond itself and in loyalty 
to Christ takes in all who are Christ’s. This 
has been one of the best and most fruitful 
characteristics of the Christian Endeavor soci- 
eties. They have made the young people of 
various denominations acquainted, have 
shown them how much they have in com- 
mon, and have promoted that spirit of unity 
among Christians which we know to be one 
of the things déarest to Jesus Christ. 


These societies among the young people 
are necessary in order to give them the 
ehance of expressing their Christian faith and 
life. There ought of course to be other such 
chances also, In the home children ought 
to learn to pray and to speak of religious 
things. And in the social life of the community 
there ought to be and there always are in- 
numerable opportunities for young people, 
including small boys and girls, to render 
Christian service in deeds of neighborly 
friendliness and good will, But in addition 
to these; a training school is needed in which 
those who are some day to be the men and 
women of the churches can learn how to 
speak openly of Christ and pray publicly to 
God and enter into an expressed corporaie 
Christian life. Without this, supplied in 


some form, the Church will inevitably suffer. { 
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And Christian Endeavor and other young 
people’s societies have been and are 
centers.of missionary interest, of Bible read- 
ing, of philanthrepic effort, of sentiment for 
temperance, and good citizenship. They 
teach young people the duty of spreading 
Christianity over all the world and bring 
their lives under the inspiration of the great 
missionary hearts, like Carey, and Martyn, 
and Livingstone and Judson. They give 
them opportunity of becoming more regular 
supporters of missions. “They provide daily 
Bible readings and at every meeting the 
study of some vital topic of Christian duty. 
They plan, and encourage young people by 
their mutual association to carry out such 
plans, to visit the sick, to aid the needy, to 
comfort the discouraged. And they hold 
steadfastly before the eyes of their members 
the will of God for our present world, that 
its evils should be overthrown and that God’s 
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holy purpose should be fulfilled here as it is 


in heaven. What do. we need more than, 


just such work as this by the church for its 
young people? 


And most of all such societies are needed’ 


as places where the church can go after its 
young people to lead them to Christ. There 
can be no better place for this than 
the Sunday-school, but the young people’s 
society is not less needed, There those who 
have come to love Christ at home can openly 
avow it, and those to whom their homes have 
not brought Christ can find him, Who 
that loves Christ and knows how essential 
it is that he should be openly confessed and 
how much new strength comes from this con- 
fession can withhold approval and support 
from societies of the young people ? 


Every good shepherd prizes and tends the 
little lambs of his flock, 


A sheepfold that makes no provision for 
its lambs very soon does not have any sheep. 


There must be more and not less care of the 
young people if the old people of thirty 
years hence are to be any improvement on 
the old people of to-day. 


Whatever we prize in our own earlier 
training “we ought to provide or’ improve 
upon for the training of those who come 
after us, 

If God was willing to enter into a covenant 
with man, we need not fear to enter into 
covenant with God, 





From Dr. J. R. Miller’s 
Personal Letters 








53. Two Letters to a Bereaved Sister 


UNDAY morning your telegram came, 
telling me of vour sister’s Llome-going. 

The news of her death was a great 
shock to me. I was at home all day, not 
being able to go to church, and I wrote you 
just a_line, but I want to write you more 
fully to-day. ‘ 

I have a very distinct recollection of your 
sister, especially from the time that you both 
called at my office, and we had our earnest 
talk and prayer together, I am sure you 
have a thousand precious memories of her 
dear life. She must have been a great joy 
to you, for, as I understand, you loved each 
other very deeply, and your fellowship was 
very sweet and close. 

Among all your comforts, the memory of 
her life will be one of the sweetest. There 
is nothing in this memory to cause you any 
bitterness or any fear. She was God’s child, 
and she lived a beautiful life. ‘Then the 
other comfort which comes with so much 





Careful Doctor 
Prescribed Change of Food Instead of Drugs 


It takes considerable courage for a 
doctor to deliberately prescribe only food 
for a despairing patient, instead of re- 
sorting to the usual list of medicines. 

Some truly scientific physicians recog- 
nize and treat conditions as they are 
and should be treated. Here’s an in- 
stance : 

**Four years ago I was taken with 
severe gastritis and nothing would stay 
on my stomach, so that I was on the 
verge of starvation. 

‘I heard of a doctor who had a sum- 
mer cottage near me—a specialist from 

Y.—and, as a last hope, sent for him. 

‘After he examined me carefully he 
advised me to try a small quantity of 
Grape-Nuts at first, then as my stomach 
became stronger to eat more. 

‘‘T kept at it and gradually began to 
have color in my face, memory became 
clear, where before everything seemed 
a blank. My limbs got stronger and I 
could walk. So I steadily recovered. 

‘‘Now after a year on Grape-Nuts I 
weigh 153 lbs. My people were sur- 
prised at the way I grew fleshy and 
strong on this food.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘* The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. ‘‘There’s a Reason.” 


Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 





force to is that of immortality. Jesus 
said, ** Whosoever liveth and believeth in 
me shall never die.’? Therefore she has not 


‘i died. She lives nearer to her Master than 


ever she lived before. Death caused no 
break in her life, no interruption. She is 
simply going on in the beautiful experience 
of faith and love, although out of sight, and 
with Christ. She remembers you, she loves 
you, she thinks about you, and she speaks to 
God for you continually, 

I know you will write me when you can, 
and tell me more of her departure. It is 
only a few days since I wrote toher. May 
you have all comfort in these sad and lonely 
days, and may the blessing of God be upon 
your home, 





OUR letter of last Thursday probees 
very sweet messages. Iam glad that 
you are being sustained and comforted 

so richly in your sorrow. It is very hard 
when there is a break in our circle of love. 
How many Christian people are not helped 
in the time of their sorrow by the comforts 
which are offered to them! They sorrow 
just as those do who do not know Christ, 
and do not have the promises and the con- 
solations of the Christian religion. _I am 
glad that you, however, have learned the 
sweet lesson of taking comfort ‘into your 
heart. You believe in the promises of God, 
and accept the comforts which Christ brings. 
You can sing even in your tears. 

I wish I could talk with you. I hope I 
may some time have the privilege, But your 
letters are full of rich cheer, ‘They show to 
me your Christian faith and your strong 
trust, You rejoice in the life to which your 
sister has passed. She is not with you any 
more, But she never lived more really or 
fully or more sweetly than she does to-day, 
She is near you in ways you cannot under- 
stand, and the joy of her heart overflows in 
your heart. I am so glad for the reality and 
strength of your Christian trust, the sweet- 
ness of your Christian joy, and the richness 
of your Christian song. 
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Margaret Slattery’s ** The Girl in. Her 
Teens’? is just the book to help you with your 
class of girls, ltmay be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Co., at 50 cents, postpaid. 
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BIBLES FOR 
CHILDREN’S DAY 


THE MOST BEAUTIFUL BIBLES 
FOR THIS PURPOSE ARE THE 


Oxford 
Pictorial 


Palestine. 
Bibles 


With ; 
ILLUSTRATIONS IN BLACK 
AND NATURAL COLORS. | 
No fanciful pictures, but only 
those that are true to life, 

These pictures instruct as well 
as interest 
HELPS FOR CHILDREN. 
BIBLES WITH QUESTIONS AND 
ANSWERS. 
Priced from 50 cents upward 


Send for booklet “Bibles for Children.” 





, 








OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS AMERICAN BRANCH 














29 West 32nd Street, - + + «+ New York 





THE BEST BOOK XTANT 


Great Gospel H ymns and Select- 

4 ed Sacred Songs. Nearly every big success from 

* Moody and Sankey * to * Billy Sunday.” 

The cream of all the present-day evangelistic cam- 
paigns, also many mew pieces. . 

ospel Message 1,2, 3,combined. 22c forone by 

mail, $18 for 100. Special prices for larger quantities. 

HALL-MACK CO., 1018 Arch Street, Philadelphia 

425 S. WABASH AVENUE, CHICAGO 


WILLIAMS PIANOS 


} ‘ for homes and churches sent’on 
AND ORGANS approval. Factory prices and easy 
terms. Send for freecatalog.. State which—piano or or- 


gan. Williams Piano &OrganCo.,Dept.T, Chicago 
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workers and Bible students. 


conventions, 


subscriptions, 


Please address your reply to 


CONVENTION 





OuR SUMMER 
CONVENTION PLAN 


HE growth in the subscription list of The Sunday 
School Times during the winter months has been 
most Rr a SS due to the hearty co- 
operation on the part o 

We are now making special plans to cover the 
various State and County Sunday School Conven- 
tions, and several of the most important Bible School Con- 
ferences this summer, with the hope of réaching out and 
introducing The Sunday School 
‘* Method” books to an increasing number of Sunday-school 


The special Introductory Trial Subscription rate of 25 cents 
for three months’ and 50 cents for six months’ subscription to 
The Sunday School Times will be made a feature at these 


We are so confident that the paper itself is a convincing argu- 
ment of its almost inestimable value that we are willing to 
allow the probabilities of the convention delegate’s becoming a 
regular subscriber to be. determined by one of these trial 


Our ‘‘subseriber friends” can greatly aid us in this plan if 
they will send us a list of the conventions in their own locality 
to which we might be able to forward some of our 1915 descrip- 
tive folders, coin cards, book folders, and free specimen copies 
of The Sunday School Times for distribution. 


May we enlist your hearty co-operation in our desire to give 
The Sunday School Times a place in the life and work of 
many Sunday-school teachers who do not now take the paper ? 


DEPARTMENT 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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our ‘‘subscriber friends.”’ 


Times and our various 
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After 
Europe’s War 


the greatest word in world-affairs, many observers believe, 
will be 


South America 


How much do you know about South America ? 

It staggers the merchant as he looks toward the 
continent of opportunity and sees vast resources in land 
and people—a people that numbers 70,000,000 and in a 
few years will have grown, so Viscount James Bryce be- 
lieves, to 200,000, 000. 

It alarms the statesman as he asks into what new 
international turmoil this rich prize of South America’s 
commerce will throw the great powers of the world. 

It startles the Christian—particularly the American 
Christian—as he sees a continent emerging into new life, 
almost as destitute of the Word of God as Pagan Africa, 
and looking to him for guidance. 

It electrifies the Sunday-school worker when he is 
told that the Sunday-school is the best and most available 
channel through which to meet the Protestant responsi- 
bility and opportunity in South America. 





If ‘* the man in the street’’ who wants to know what 
is going on in the world mus¢ know about South America, 
there are a hundred-fold more urgent reasons why the 
Sunday-school man should know about it. 

The Sunday School Times wants its readers kept 
posted on ‘this tremendously big present - day world 
problem, ,,, , , m 

The American section of the World’s Sunday School 
Association, alive to this critical moment in South 
America, sent its General Secretary, Frank L. Brown, on 
a tour around that continent. 

Mr. Brown’s task was to 


Explore South 
America’s Needs 


His findings in South America have been put into a 
series of articles that will first be published exclusively in 
The Sunday School ‘Times, 


It is not too much to say, considering the situation 
in South America and the character of these articles, that 
Mr, Brown’s series constitutes one of the most notable 
contributions to Sunday-school advance that has been 
made in all the history of Sunday-school publicity. 

Few men in the world are so well qualified to explore 
South America from a Sunday-school viewpoint as he. 


The second of these articles, which gives the first 
glimpses of South America itself, appears on page 264. 
On page 264 is also given a hint of some of the startling facts 
in the South American situation that Mr. Brown’s articles 
will open up. 





Are there some of your fellow-workers who are not yet 
subscribers to The Sunday School Times and who may miss 
seeing these articles? If so, will you show them this an- 
nouncement, and that on page 263, and tell them of the spe- 
cial introductory subscription rates that are offered ?—twenty- 
five cents for three months, or fifty cents for six months. r 
send us the twenty-five or fifty cents and instruct us to send 
the paper for three or six months to some one whom you 
name. A three-months subscription will include the series 
by Mr. Brown. Order at once so that this number of the 
paper, if desired, may be included. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 WALNUT STREET, - - - . - PHILADELHHIA 
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Home Bepestmont Questions 


Discussed by Charles E. Schenck 


Secretary of the Home Department Committee 
of the Illinois Sunday School Association 


Where can Home Department supplies be 
procured? ; 


LL denominational and many undenom- 
inational publishing houses issue Home 
Department supplies. Send to your 

publishing house for what you need. 





Is there a hymn sopesialty suitable for use 
on Home Department Day 


HE following hymn, written for the 
Home Department by Miss Carrie B. 
Leonard, Elgin, Illinois, could be sung 

with good effect on such an occasion : 


HOME DEPARTMENT HYMN. 
(Tune: “ Blest be the tie that binds.’’) 


** Blest be the Sunday-school ! 
For church and home it stands 3 
In Christian fellowship unites . 
All ages and all lands, 


** One Lord, one faith, one Book! 
For youth and hoary age, 
Teaching, correction, truth, and light 
Gleam from the sacred page. 


“**For others’ be our thought 
Learned from the Living Word ; 
Precepts and promise holding fast, 
We walk with Christ, our Ford.” 





Who should make the quarterly Home De- 
partment to the school, and what items 
should it include ? 

HE Home Department superintendent, 
having ‘‘lived the report,’? should 
make it. Many superintendents use a 
blank form, which is convenient for filing. 
Any denominational publishing house can 
furnish sucha blank, A very good one : 
The Home Department 
Superintendent's Quarterly Report 


WN 6. eietainck 4 28a . «School: 


The following is the Report of the Home De- 

partment for the quarter ending. . ., 1I9— 
Number of members at last report. . . .—— 
Added during the quarter, ..... — 
Withdrawn, ..cescssseeo c= 
Net —-crease . cee ence = 
Present number of members. ..... .—— 
Of those withdrawn — were transferred to 

the main school. 

Offerings for quarter. ........ $£— 
Number of Visitors serving this quarter, .—— 
Number of members reporting this quarter, —— 
Number who studied every lesson, . . .—— 


Whole number of lessons studied. . . .—— 
Average per member reporting. ... . — 
Number of visits paid by members to Sun- 
Gay-tchool ... 26 ce we ee ee —_— 
Number of visits paid by Visitors to mem- 
ere a ae et esc ioss 


ans 9 2S 41S, ae ss oe Ge OS 


Home Department Superintendent. 


BOG as so bo eee Fe 
Use reverse of blank in noting other items of interest. 





What are publishers of Home Department 

doing specially to help members, 

and what are they doing toward the promoting 
of family worship ? 

CAREFUL examination of late num- 
bers of Home Department quarterlies 
reveals these facts: Besides the regu- 

lar lesson-helps, seven have from three to 
twenty-five pages of interest to Home De- 
partment members ; four have one such page, 
while two have only the lessons and com- 
ment. Eight have no plan or suggestion as 
to family worship ; two have one prayer per 


| week ; one has one morning and one even- 


ing prayer for each week, while two have a 
prayer for each day. One with one prayer 
for each ‘week has a page headed ‘‘Family 
or Private Worship.’’ It includes an appro- 
priate paragraph for each day. One quar- 
terly which gives a daily prayer has the head- 
ing, ‘* The Home Altar.’? One which has 
one prayer per week has a paragraph for 
each day headed, ‘* Day by Day.’? One has 


** Meditation and Prayer’’ for each lesson. 
One has a Bible reference and short com- 
ment for each day. 

It would be helpful if every Home De- 
partment quarterly would have, a few pages 
of special interest to members. Some of the 
space might occasionally be devoted to 
Home Department or general Sunday-school 
news. It would also add to their value, and 
be in line with one of the best of the newer 
plans, if every Home Department quarterly 
should contain a brief prayer for each day. 


7 
Teacher-Training Questions 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association, 

I am anxious to take a_ teacher-training 
course that will prepare me to do better work 
as teacher in the Senior Department of the 
school. What studies should I take ? 


Standard teacher-training courses. 

This would give say a good founda- 
tion. You will need the Bible knowledge 
and the first principles of psychology and 
pedagogy that such a course will provide. 
After that it would be desirable to specialize 
by the study of a text that will deal directiy 
with the work of the department in which 
you are teaching, ‘*The Senior Worker 
and His Work,’”’ by Edward S. Lewis (Meth- 
odist Book Concern, 50 cents, net) is an ex- 
cellent book for this purpose, 








| One of the members of our teacher-training 
| class received only sixty percent in the exam- 
| ination on the pupil section of the text-book. 
If her marks on the other subjects ate suffi- 
ciently high to bring her general average up to 
seventy percent, will that be satisfactory, or_is 
it necessary that she be re-examined on the 
pupil section ? 


THINK the rule is quite generally ob- 
served by denominations and state asso- 
ciations that the students must reach the 

passing grade on each subject in order to 
receive recognition for the work done, Each 
of the four subjects is so important that it 
would be unwise to pass any student who 
failed to reach the standard on any section 
of the course of study, Ordinarily those who 
fail are eager to review the lessons and wel- 
come the opportunity for a re-examination, 





NEW HAMPSHIRE.—We are talking of hav- 
ing a teacher-training course for the teachers in 
our school who teach the Graded Lessons. 
Could you suggest an especially good and 
helpful course for these teachers? We are 
using the Graded Lessons from the Beginners 
course up through the Senior.—F. W. J. 


OU would find it helpful to have all the 
teachers form themselves into a class to 
take one of the First Standard courses, 

The following is a list of most of the approved 
books : 

Baptist Teacher-Training Manual, by H.T. 
Musselman (American Baptist Publication 
Society, paper, 30 cents; board, 50 cents). 

First Standard Manual of Teacher-Train- 
ing, by Wade C, Barclay (Methodist Book 
Concern, 50 cents). 

Hand-book for Sunday-school Workers, by 
W. B. Olmstead (W. B. Rose, 14 North May 
Street, Chicago, 50 cents), 

Preparation for Teaching, by Charles A. 
Oliver (Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
paper, 25 cents; cloth, 40 cents). 

Legion of Honor Teacher-Training Les- 
sons, by H. M. Hamill (Publishing House, 
M. E. Church, South, 25 cents). 

Teacher-Training Lessons for the Sunday- 
school, by Jesse Lyman Hurlbut (Methodist 
Book Concern, paper, 30 cents; cloth, 50 
cents). 

Training the Teacher, by A. F. Schauffler 
and others (The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, paper, 35 cents; cloth, 59 cents). 

Training for Service, by H. H. Moninger 
(Standard Publishing Company, paper, 30 
cents; cloth, 50 cents). 

Teacher-Training Hand-book, by R. P. 
Shepherd and Marion Stevenson (Christian 
Publishing Company, 2712 Pine Street, St. 
Louis, Mo., paper, 25 cents). 

Westminster Teacher-Training Course, by 





Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver . 


Ra with the study of one of the First ; 














LESSON FOR MAY 16 (1 Sam. 26) 
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for the Sunday- School Worker 





—_—_ 


A. L. Philli anguine Committee of 
Publication, Ric :mond, Va., » 25 cents). 
The text-book will provide the outline, 
and you can enlarge upon the text at will. 
This study will give the general Bible know!- 
edge pam fe and a better knowledge of the 
upil and his needs, the teacher’s work and 
it should be done, and the Sunday- 
school and its work, At the end of this pre- 
liminary course the teachers in the several 
departments should be encouraged to special- 
ize by studying text-books covering the needs 
of their particular grade, 


% 


For Those Doing Graded Work 
Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes 


NEw YoRK.—We find difficulty in keeping 
the records of our Cradle Roll members in an 
accurate fashion, especially as we divide our 
Cradle Roll into sections for calling and birth- 
day records. Can you give us any suggestions 
for this >—L. B. S. 


HERE should be a permanent record 
t kept, either by book or card-file, the 
latter being the better, as the card 
containing the information may be passed on 
up through the .Beginners, Primary, and 
other departments of the school, ‘This card 
should not only.give the information usually 
asked for regarding Cradle Roll membership, 
but should gradually have added to it infor- 
mation concerning the entrance to other de- 
partments, promotion record, and such other 
items as naturally come within the scope of 
the several departments through which the 
ehild would pass, This record should be 
accessible to the pastor and to the Cradle 
Roll superintendents, and such other people 
connected with the Sunday-school as have 
need of the information. It should never 
leave the Sunday-school building. 

In addition to the permanent record, which 
starts with the Cradle Roll, the Cradle Roll 
superintendent may find it desirable to have 
a loose-leaf record book which is her own 
personal property, and which is her basis for 
work, 

If, as in your school, the Cradle Roll is 
large, and the list is divided among several 
helpers, they should follow the same plan as 
the superintendent’s, except in the sectional 
way. In some large departments it has been 
found desirable to divide the roll alphabeti- 
cally; others, by families connected with the 
school and those outside of the school; anda 
still others by division of sections within the 
city limits, in order that the calling may be 
done more easily, as it would be confined to 
limited territory. 

The information which should be secured 
for the Cradle Roll should inciude the name 
and address of the child, date of birth, bap- 
tism, name of pastor, parents’ names and 
address, and parents’ church. In churches 
that do not have infant baptism of course 
that question could be omitted, It is this 
information that should be passed on for 
permanent record. In addition to this, the 
superintendent will desire to keep the record 
of the remembrance which was sent to the 
child for the first, second, and third birth- 
days, before the child was transferred to the 
beginners’ department, This record can be 
kept in loose-ieaf form, and can be made 
into an alphabetical roll for handy reference. 
For such a permanent record only the name 
of the child and date of birth may be needed. 
For easy reference for calling purposes, the 
superintendent or assistant will find it con- 
venient to list the names of the children by 
months, arranging the dates chronologically. 
Such a record book as this can be obtained 
from any of the Sunday-school supply houses, 
and perhaps is the cheapest way of keeping 
the records, 

One hundred of these loose leaves can be 
obtained for fifteen cents, and a book contain- 
ing one hundred of these slips, together with 
the pages devoted to the alphabetical record, 
the indexed record by months, together with 
the cover and rings which bind it together, 
can be purchased for thirty cents, with ten 
cents added for postage. Similar books are 
also obtainable for use with the Beginners’, 
Primary, and Junior departments, the items 
for records varying according to the needs 
for each department. 





Adult Class Questions 


Discussed by W. C. Pearce 


Superintendent of the International Sunday 
School Adult Department 


If the Adult Bible classes share the nsi- 
he Home 


bility for Home Department work, ist 
Department organization necessary ? 


T WOULD be very unusual if the Home 
Department members in any Sunday- 
school could be naturally grouped with 

any one adult class, Indeed some of the 
Home Department members are among the 
youth and children and could not belong to 
any adult class, It would, therefore, be im- 
possible for the adult classes to completely 
supervise the Home Department work. The 
best that could be done would be to select 
Home Department Visitors from various adult 
classes or other. divisions of the Sunday- 
school, so that every Home Department mem- 
ber would be regularly visited by some one 
from that department of the Sunday-school to 
which he would belong if he attended. 

Then there is so much of common interest 
to the Home Department members and so 
much responsibility in the conduct of the 
work that there would be great loss unless 
there wasa Home Department superintendent 


to correlate the work of all visitors and main- | 


tain unity, strength and permanency, 


MICHIGAN.—Has an organized Adult class 
the right to elect their own » if the one 
chosen is a member of the class; or is it the 
duty of the Sunday-school official board to ap- 
point the teacher? 

Can a class be legally organized as an Adult 
class if its members are under the age of twenty 
years?—D. F. S. 

HE Adult Bible Class is a part of the 
Sunday-school, and should therefore 
conduct its work in accordance with 

the rules of the school and the church. If 
your church has made provision for the elec- 
tion of your Sunday-school teachers, the 


requirements of said provision. On the other 
hand, you cannot deal with adults as you 
would with children, and if your class is not 
permitted to elect its own teacher, then they 
should be asked to nominate the teacher. 

According to our present standards of or- 
ganization, the Secondary Division includes 
all in the teen age, and the Adult Division 
includes those twenty years of age and up. 
Occasionally, however, there are members in 
an adult class who are under twenty. Local 
conditions make this necessary, If all the 
members of the class are under twenty, they 
should be organized as a Secondary Division 
class, 





ILLINOIS.—I have recently been elected 
teacher of a class of young married people 
ranging in age from twenty to forty. ‘There are 
some members who cannot attend the class 
sessions for some months at a time on account 
of home duties. I have thought that a class 
Home it might prove a help in draw- 


ing them back to the class sessions. Is there}. 


any system of recognition for such home study? 
—W. H. Z. 


HE Home Department is established for 
those who cannot or do not attend the 
regular Sunday-school session. It 

would therefore be specially fitting to trans- 
fer to the Home Department any members 
of your class who cannot continue to attend 
the regular class sessions, These Home De- 
partment members should be visited regu- 
larly, furnished the Home Department quar- 
terly, and encouraged to keep up a systematic 
study of the Holy Scriptures, The Home 
Department Visitors to these members should 
be chosen from your class membership and 
regularly report te your class. These mem- 
bers should also be invited to all your class 
socials and other mid-week meetings which 
they might be able to attend. 





CALIFORNIA.—I am teaching a young peo- 
ple’s class—both young men and young women, 
ages 18 to 25. ‘The membership of the class is 
twenty-four, and the percentage of attendance 
very high. We are in acountry Sunday-school 
and the community is sparsely settled. ‘his 
fall we wish to organize Class, and I con- 


fess I do not know how or what to put them at 
after “we do, yet I feel that these young Chris- 
tians ought to be at work for the Master. Will 
you please give me suggestions and recommend 
(Continued on next page) 


‘‘ The last member of. my class has united with the church.” 
adult class should readily comply with the |: 











c 


THE OTHER FELLOW SAYS— 


ETRE 


«I’m tired of teaching a Sunday-school class.’’ 
«* My scholars are dropping out one by one.’’ 


‘*Those who do come are restless and lack in- 
terest.” 


“I’m a failure as a Sunday-school teacher.”” 


«1 don’t understand what’s the matter.’’ 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
SUBSCRIBER SAYS— 


! «*My class has a perfect record this month, scholars and 
teacher all present.’’ 


*¢I come. home from Sunday-school every Sunday feeling what 
a long week it will be before we can get together again.’’ 


**My scholars are full of interest and enthusiasm over every 
lesson.’’ , 





‘*A large part of my knowledge of the Bible and my ability to 
teach: it has'come because of my intimacy with The 
Sunday School Times.”’ 


DO YOU WANT TO HELP 
THAT OTHER FELLOW? 


You can do it in several ways. 





Feeling confident that The Sunday School Times will do 
for him. what it has done and is doing for you, ask him to try 
it at our introductory subscription rate of twenty-five cents for 
three months or fifty cents for six months. 


Or, 


Why not send us twenty-five cents yourself, instructing us 
to send the paper to your co-worker for three months? If coin 
card is not enclosed in your paper this week, send stamps or 
silver in your letter at our risk. 


Or, 


Send us the names of a few of your co-workers on a post 
card requesting a three-weeks’ trial of The Sunday School 
Times free, and then after they have received the papers tell 
them ,how you study your lesson, urging them to give The 
Sunday School Times a three- or six-months’ test. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, * 2 - - Philadelphia 


. Ask for catalogue of 
“ Little Publications with Big Helpfulness.” 
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Remove the Cause 
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POCONO MANOR INN 


OPEN ALL THE YEAR. POCONO MANOR, PA. 


Under Quaker management ; 1,800 feet above sea 
level ; 800 acres ; finest scenery in Pocono Moun- 
tains} 4 table, water and Friendly environment ; pri- 
vate baths; exhilarating golf, terinis and bowling; 

ample garage ; fine stone roads. M. B. Dengler. 


HAW FURNITURE CO. 


A. B. & B. L. SHAW CO. 
MAKERS OF 
.Charch Chairs, Puipits, 
Communion Tables 
Lecterns, Fonts, Etc. 
50 SECOND STREET 
EAST CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 


Catalogue on request. 
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Globe Furniture Co., Ltd., 23 Park Place, Northville, Mich 
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Send now only for 
° om geod s “ Manhood ”’ 


SEX NOWLEDEE,: 
be Woma nh Over 160 pages. Ethics of 


Spooning,” 3 all three, 60c. “ julde to Sex In- 
struction,” pages, now soc; all four, only #. .00, 
postpaid. Greatest opportunit i. agents, Evan- 
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Subscription Rates 


ae he Sunday School Times is published 
62 ikly at the following rates, payable in 
ay nee, for either old or new subscribers, 
Pw the United States and Canada. These 
rates include postage : 
$1 00 Five or more copies, either to 
° séparate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 
$1.50 


One copy, or “any nimber “of 
per year, 








copies less than five, $1.50 each, 

One copy, five years, $6.00. 
: One free copy addi- 

Free Copies tions will te allowed 

for every ten copies vaid for in a club at the 

$1.00 rate. 

Tue SUNDAY SCHOOL TiMEs Co., Publishers, 

1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Adult Class Questions 

(Continued from preceding page) 
a very clear, practical book on organizing aclass, 

I shall appreciate it very much.—Q. C 

NFORMATION is essential in getting your 
class to work, - Young people like the 
class that does things, but they do not al- 
ways know what to do, or how to doit. You 
are therefore on the right track when you ask 
for a practical book on the organized class. 
**The Adult Class Worker and His Work,’’ 
by the Rev. W. C. Barclay, a. Book 
Concern, 50 cents) is full of helpfulness, I 
would suggest also that you subscribe for one 
or more of the adult class magazines in suffi- 
cient quantity to give to each member of your 





class. Much space in these publications is 
given to plans and methods of work. I also 
suggest that you write to your State Secre- 
tary, the ‘Rev. H, A. Dowling, 1618 Wright 
and Callender Building, Los Angeles, for 
copies of our International Adult Division 
Leaflets, . Leaflet No. 3 deals especially with 
duties of class committees, 

Definite assignment of work is also essen- 
tial in the enlistment of every one in your 
class, Study the needs of your community 
and Sunday-school, also discover the talents 
of each member of your class. Sometimes a 
community’s needs are difficult to find, and 
the talents of individuals are often deeply 
buried. Persevere along this line and you 
will surely succeed, 
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NVESTMENT opportunities requiring 
but small outlay of capital and promis- 
ing large returns are constantly being 

offered by that interesting department of the 
World’s Sunday School Association—the De- 
partment for Utilizing Surplus Material. 
Workers in the foreign mission field are 
made happy when they receive the supplies 
of pictures or lesson-helps and other surplus 
material that has been gathered by this de- 
partment ‘‘ from those who have excess, to 
supply those who have need.”’ An urgent 
request has recently come Ken Dr. S. M. 
Zwemer, of Egypt, asking for a stereopticon. 
Dr. Zwemer writes : 

‘When I was in Arabia, a gentleman 
from Paris presented me with an up-to-date 
lantern for use on ‘the field, I left that in 
Arabia for use by the sother missionaries. 
One of the best ways of preaching the gospel 
to Moslems is by use of the slides, and it is 
also one of the best ways of interesting them 
in the work of the Sunday-school and the 
needs of Moslem children, . I have a fine set 
of slides but no lantern, and_often find it in- 
convenient here in Cairo to borrow one, 
you know of any one who would like to present 
me with a good lantern, which could be used 
with electric light, I shall be grateful.’’ 

A good lantern with rheostat can be had 
for $32, and the transportation would cost a 
few dollars more. During the past weeks 
two organs have been sent to Korea and 


| China in response to just such special re- 


quests, Here is an opportunity for an in- 
vestment that will yield a rich return in 
usefulness and blessing. 

Frequent reference has been made to this 
Surplus Matetial Department in The Sunday 
School Times, and many responses are always 
received. Ilundreds of missionaries, in re- 
sponse to a Christmas greeting sent to them, 
are not only saying ‘* Thank you’’ for past 
gifts, but are asking for a further supply of 
pictures, illustrated papers in English, and 
other ** surplus ’’ material. 

This work is fully explained in a leaflet 
which can be had for the asking. Address 
the Rev. Samuel D. Price, 216 etropolitan 
Tower, New York City. It will be appre- 
ciated if you enclose a stamp for the reply. 
Indicate the name of your denomination, dis- 
tinguishing between ** North ”’ and ** South ”’ 
if necessary, and you will receive an intro- 
duction to a missionary in your church who 
needs your surplus material, or to some in- 
terdenominational worker if you prefer. 
More than seventeen thousand introductions 
have been thus placed in the past five years. 

A letter from a missionary in China is full 
of interest, and indicates the value of pictures 
in helping the missionaries win in their fight 
against sin, The lady writes, in part; 

** A few days ago we received the calen- 
dar you so kindly sent us, The thought and 
gift we very much appreciate. We alsovre- 
ceived several parcels from Miss Tyler of 
Cochecton, New York, containing postcards 
and scrap-books, which were most accept- 
able, as they do fine for rewards at the end 
of the term, which falls in a few weeks, for in 
this inland city we still observe the Chinese 
custom and close the school at their New 
Year, not ours. If the folks in America who 
so kindly give their time, money, and inter- 
est could only see the delight with which 
their gifts are received, both by the foreign 
missionary and the Chinese recipient, they 
would be amply repaid for all it costs them, 

** We are greatly encouraged this year with 
the way the children are memorizing ip- 


ae 





ture. We know that a colored picture is a 
great inducement, but we are glad for any- 
thing that will be an incentiye for learning 
God’s Word; for surely if it is stored in the 
head there is the opportunity for the Holy 
Spirit to work in the heart, The grown-ups 
are quite willing to be counted as children 
if it means they will receive a picture card ; 
the women in my Bible class are just as eager 
as the children in school; in fact, in mind 
and intelligence they are far behind the chil- 
dren, for the past generations of Chinese 
women have just been sunk in ignorance,— 
and I was going to write ‘stupidity,’ but 
perhaps cunning and falsehood would be 
more appropriate. Surely the coming gen- 
eration will reap the benefits of the little girls’ 
being now allowed to attend school and se- 
cure education, We realize with gratitude 
that God is working in our midst and that an 
interest is being awakened, 

** We had two Bible -picture-rolls sent us 
by some kind friends at your recommenda- 
tion, and mm are of the greatest use in the 

work, Themen crowd around 
to see the Mien and ask their meaning, 
and are often willing to stand for an hour or 
two to listen to the gospel.’’ 

Recently a missionary in Korea said of the 
large quarterly Bible picture-rolls, ‘* The 
pictures are regarded here as we in America 
would consider oil paintings.’’ 

New York Ciry. 








is CHILDRENS DAY | 


Let us — you brighten it. Our new invitation cards 
are lovely. “The services are just fine. We send 6 or 
8 cnanpiee st of services and other helps postpaid on ap- 
proval, with bill. You Ye for what you keep, re- 
turn what you do not pay for, spontpal ler for 
what yous want more Safe and sane,” isn’t it? 
Try us. eBid sstiNa CO. 222 E. Ohio 
Street, Indianapolis, ind 


CHILDREN’S DAY 
me a 


FREE 
265 W. 36th St., 


Tullar-Meredith Co., i¢'w. Washingion Ssrect, Chanes 
Carnival of the Flowers 


A BEAUTIFUL CHILDREN’S DAY CANTATA 
Libretto by L1zz1zg DkArmonp, Music by W. B. Jupr- 
FIND. A splendid entertainment for Children’s Day. 
Something new! Send rsc for a copy, and we will also 
send you copies of 3 mew Children’s Day Services. 
JUDEFIND BROS., Publishers, Station E, Baltimore, Md. 


EXPE REVIVAL? 


ustrated 
estic Science courses. For f mets teach- 

ing and well-paid positions. AMERICAN SCHOOL OF 
- 69th St., Cutcaco, ILL. 


Homs Economics, 502 
LL E G E New Aithess. Ohio 
h year 
imited 


FRANKLIN GOL 


e; co-ed to 200; yk. J 
debates, athletics, etc.; $180 and up; Catalog. 
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your judgment. 
#8)’ Itis ¢he one bo 
*' Sunday School. 
Fully orchestrated. 


Cash with the order price, Cloth, $25; Limp, 
Ask how to obtain our. 
new music at half price. 


SRILLY SUNDAY 


* GREAT REVIVAL HYMNS No TWO 


An exceptional book of merit that will commend itselt to 


A returnable copy mailed for examination upon request. 


Rodeheaver Co., 


campaigns is 


ok that supplies every need for Church and 


Every page has a singable song. 


$18; Manilla, $12.50 per 100, not prepaid. 
1093 Monon BI 
374 Leet Bldgs Philadetphia 











IN NEW 


fourth summer term, June 16-July 27, 1915. 


Students, and other Leaders and Workers. 


Write for information and schedule to 


SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL 


The Bible Teachers Training School, Dr. W. W. White, President, will conduct its 
A variety ot courses for Pastors, Missionaries, Missionary Candidates, Theological 


Courses arranged in units covering two weeks each, 
social institutions, Helpful missionary conferences, 


n Anderson Wood, Dean of Summer Term, 


YORK 


Unusual opportunities to visit 


541 Lexington Avenue, New York. 9 











HARTFORD 


Theological Seminary 
Dean, M. W. JACOBUS 


School of Religious Pedagogy 
Dean, E. H. KNIGHT 


Kennedy School of Missions 
Secretary, E. W. CAPEN 


and its 





Through these associated schools Hartford offers ample 
training, both scholarly and practical, tor the Christian 
ministry ; 
workers in church, Sunday-school and social service ; 
and gives special missionary preparation for the foreign 
field. Each of these schools has its independent faculty 


interdenominational institution with the unity of a com- 
mon aim and spirit. f 


W. Douglas Mackenzie 


President 


meets the present demand for trained lay 


own institutional life, but together they form one 

















